Parish Staff
Phone 722-0130 / Fax 722-0303
Rectory - Emergencies only, please 895-9745

Pastor Fr. Philip O’Kennedy 722-0130
frphil@stjohnbchurch.org

Asst. Priestin Residence  Fr. Mark Spruill 722-0130
frmark@stjohnbchurch.org

Pastoral Associate Sr. Virginia Rohling, OSB 722-8590
svrohling@stjohnbchurch.org

Deacon Rev. Mr. Dan Laurita 434-1008
deacondan@stjohnbchurch.org

Deacon Rev. Mr. Darrell Diem 772-3214
darrell@ddiem.com

Deacon Rev. Mr. Skip Graffagnini 464-7262

School Principal Mrs. Sherry Lewis 722-0772
slewis@stjohnb.com

Director of Liturgy & Music  Greg Thompson 325-7596
gthompson@stjohnbchurch.org

Assistant Music Minister  Andrew Tygielski 772-4028
atygielski@stjohnbchurch.org

Office Administrator Terry Hecker 722-7929
thecker@stjohnbchurch.org x100

Financial Secretary Judy Berkowitz 722-7929
jberkowitz@stjohnbchurch.org x101

Administrative Assistant Alice Cislo 722-7929
acislo@stjohnbchurch.org x108

Nursery Coordinator ~ Elizabeth Servidio 722-0130

Building Security Gary Pietrzyk 722-0130

Master of all Trades Bill Moeller 722-0130

Director of Adult Religious Education & Formation
Adult Ed, RCIA, Spirituality
Christina Semmens  csemmens@stjohnbchurch.org 722-7929

x102

Director of Religious Education & Youth Ministry*
PreK-12th Grade

gthompson@stjohnbchurch.org
*Interim 2009-'10

Greg Thompson 325-7596

Welcomey
New Parishionerst

Registration Forms and Welcome Packets can be picked up at the
Welcome Center, located in the church vestibule, before or after
weekend masses, or stop by the parish office during the week.

The parish offices of the church are located in the Parish Administrative
Building, located adjacent to the Church. Offices are open Monday to
Thursday from 8:00am to 4:00pm, Friday from 8:00am to 1:00pm.

Membership at St. John’s is usually determined by:
e Registration at the parish for at least six months;
e Attendance at Mass every weekend;
e Use of your financial stewardship envelopes;
e Where possible, participation in at least one parish ministry,
activity, program or organization.

Active membership status is required to serve on parish councils and
commissions and to have parishioner status at St. John's School.

Baptisms: Parents must attend a formation session prior to scheduling a
baptism. Baptism preparation classes are held the 2 Sunday of each
month at 10:00am in the All Purpose Room.

Holy Communion for Sick or Homebound: Hospitals and nursing
homes do not notify the parish or reveal names of patients due to
confidentiality laws. Please call the parish to arrange visitation.

Weddings: Arrangements must be made at least six months before the
wedding. Couples must complete a marriage preparation program.
Contact the church office with queries.

Councils, Commissions & Committees

Councils
Pastoral Council
Finance Council
St John’s School
School Board
PTO
Education Foundation
Liturgy Commission
Sacristan
Ushers
Lectors
Special Ministers of Holy Communion
Music Ministry
Altar Servers
Children’s Liturgy of the Word
Arts and Environment Committee
Eucharistic Adoration
Intercessory Prayer Group
Wedding Coordinator
Total Faith Formation Commission
Religious Education (Pre-K-8t" grade)
Sacramental Preparation
RCIA
Adult Education
Just Faith
Bereavement Ministry
Religious Goods Store
Tues Morning Bible Study
Women Sharing the Word
Mother's Ministry
Married Fellowship
Mommy and Me
Men's Group
Small Faith Sharing Communities
Ladybug Rosary Group
Youth Commission
High School (HSYM)
Jr. High School (JRYM)
4h-6th Grade (PTYM)
XLT Scripture Group
Pop Warner Football
Scouting:

Point of Contact
Kora Davis

Joe Newberry
Sherry Lewis, Principal
Arlene McCormick
Kathy Colton

John Simmons
Tom Szoka

Rose Basinski
Joey Pharo

Kevin Healy
Peggy Shirley
Andrew Tygielski

Cheri Furno
Thea Schouten
Maura Edwards
Miguel Rodriguez
Kim Balzer

Christina Semmens
Christina Semmens
Cathie Buechler

Kay Lawler

Lynne Downs

Sharon Boirun
Sinead Turner

Gene & Lynne Downs
Carolina Mata

Eric Hawkes

Terry Trinko

Rita Nieves

Greg Thompson
Greg Thompson
Greg Thompson
Greg Thompson
Steve Koubek

Phone

716-0646
325-0690
7220772
837-6199
216-6033
772-8344
830-5037
430-0423
658-0540
509-1499
430-0587
772-4028

772-0449
895-0866
837-0385
464-5866
464-5270

325-8580
325-8580
603-0225
603-0225
325-4606

325-3256
830-9425
890-4000
417-8886
830-9425
830-8961
325-7282
325-3259
325-3121

325-7596
325-7596
325-7596
325-7596
726-8723

Girl Scouts: Joan Kammer 837-5572; Troop 350 David Johnston 830-1871

Cub Pack 350: Mike Fazah 722-9614 Venture 007: David Abell 830-2779
Ship 42: Greg Thomas 772-1968

Parish Life Commission
Women's Club
Funeral Receptions
Care & Compassion (Meals to the Sick)
50+ Ministry
Hispanic Ministry
Singles & Single Again
Welcome Committee
Social Concerns Commission
Social Justice Committee
Interfaith Mission Service (IMS)
Disciples for Life
Habitat for Humanity
Meals on Wheels (MOW)
The Giving Tree
CASA
Facilities and Grounds Commission
Building (Future) Committee
Landscaping and Grounds Committee
Maintenance Committee
Communication Commission
Communications Committee
Newsletter Committee (occasional)
Website Committee
Other Organizations and Ministries
Knights of Columbus
St Vincent de Paul
Marriage Encounter
Cursillo Ultreya
Legion of Mary
Junior Legion of Mary

Elizabeth Ratliff
Michelle Driggs

Robin Kutsor

Ann Marie Crosswhite
Miguel Rodriguez
See Parish Website
Denise Shrontz

Jane Davis

Anne Bauer Jenkins
Wayne Sovocool
Blanche Irby

Sue McConnell
Monette Gordon

John Shrontz

Irene Garoppo
Irene Garoppo
Denise Lehman
Robyn Crochet

Danny Garcia

Bill Moran

John & Teresa Simmons
John Kutsor

Chris Sharp

Wayne Bordelon

721-0474
325-9721
721-0422
726-9204
464-5866

971-1363

233-8928
890-0445
722-8073
461-0399
230-6714
772-0022

971-1363

830-5989
830-5989
721-0613
859-7160

721-9938
585-4961
772-8344
721-0422
461-0602
830-9464



Schedule at a Glance

Saturday, December 12
5:30pm Mass Intention: Edward Haggerty +
Sunday, December 13 : Third Sunday of Advent

7:00am Mass Intention: William Davis
8:30am Mass Intention: Earl Mayer *

8:30am Religious Education for Pre-K (S)
10:00am Religious Education for Youth and Adults (S/PH)
10:00am Baptism Preparation Class (APR)
11:30am Mass Intention: Velma Potts t
1:30pm Brownie Troop #143 (APR)
3:00pm JRYM (YR)
5:30pm Mass Intention: For All Parishioners Living and Deceased
6:30pm Knights of Columbus (PH)
6:45pm Young Singles (PH)
6:45pm HSYM (YR
6:45pm JustFaith (PL)

Monday, December 14
8:30am Mass

Intention: Intentions of the Viegas Family

9:30am Lightweigh Bible Study (APR)
6:30pm Liturgy Meeting (CCR{
7.00pm Boy Scouts (SC)

Tuesday, December 15
6:15am Mass

Intention: Doris Savoy T

6:45am Men'’s Cursillo Reunion (PL)

8:00am Ladybug Rosary (C)

8:30am Mass Intention: Barry Darby *

9:15am Tuesday AM Scripture Study (APR&_
12:30pm St. Joseph the Worker Job Networking Club (APR)
6:00pm Cub Scout Pack Meeting (PH

6:30pm Intercessory Prayer Group (MPR)

7:00pm SVDP (APR)

Sunday, December 13, 2009
The Third Sunday of Advent

Readings for the Week December 13 - December 20

Sunday: Zep 3:14-18a (Ps) Is 12:2-6 Phil 4:4-7 Lk 3:10-18
Monday: ~ Nm 24:2-7,15-17a Mt 21:23-27
Tuesday:  Zep 3:1-2,9-13 Mt 21:28-32

Wednesday: Is 45:60b-8,18,21b-25 Lk 7:18b-23

Thursday ~ Gn 49:2,8-10 Mt 1:1-17

Friday: Jer 23:5-8 Mt 1:18-25

Saturday:  Jgs 13:2-7,24-25a Lk 1:5-25

Sunday: Mi5:1-4a Ps80:2-3,15-16,18-19 Heb 10:5-10 Lk 1:39-45

UPCOMING BULLETIN DEADLINES:

Submissions to the 12 /27 Bulletin are due by
Thursday, 12/17 at 9:00am.

Submissions to the 1/3 Bulletin are due by
Wednesday, 12/23 at 9:00am.

Please send all bulletin requests to Terry Hecker at
thecker@stjohnBchurch.org.

IN OUR DAILY PRAYERS:

Charles Adams Josephine Cusack Albert Kerstiens Stephanie Schultz

Wednesday, December 16
8:30am Mass Intention: Connie Mathieu T

Sara Aguilar Sr. Mary Edwardine  Bernadette Mayer  Ted Seiler
Anita Arenas Joan Easton Terry McCormick  Lilia Singson
Tracy Billingsley Fr. Jim Fitzgerald  Joan Merriman Art Spond
Don Brown Kathleen Freestone  Dan Merriman Iva Sutter

Peggy Brown
Betty Busing
Philip Carter
Mary Cashon

Lois Chandler
Tricia Claus
Catherine Clower
Catherine Connors

Christian Grajeda
Sandy Harrison
Lena Hagale

Lan Hopkins

Opal Jones
Catherine Jordan
Patrick Karigan
Michael J. Kennedy

Kate Newberry
Jeanine Pesto
Sevi Rast

A.J. Revera
Mark Richards
Kim Richardson
Joyce Rigsby
Christina Rubio

Ellen Sweeney
Baby Dixie Tillman
Ronnie Thomas
Emmanuel Tsikalas
Frank Wessling
Charles White
Larry White

9:00am Women Sharing the Word Bible Study (APR)
10:00am Mommy & Me (N)
5:30pm Religious Education for Youth and Adults (APR/S)
6:00pm Confessions (until 6:20pm)
7:00pm Reconciliation Service
7:15pm RCIA (PH)
7:15pm Sunday AM Choir Practice (CHR)
7:15pm Men'’s Cursillo Reunion (MPR)
7:15pm JustFaith (APR) )
7:15pm XLT High School Scripture Study (YR)
Thursday, December 17
8:30am Mass Intention: Cian O’Kennedy t
6:30pm Mass Intention: Baby Rebecca Holt T
7:15pm Sunday PM Choir Practice (CHR)
7:15pm Knights of Columbus (PH)

Friday, December 18: SJS Noon Dismissal / Begin Christmas Holidays

8:30am Mass Intention: Joseph Balkus 1 and Al Shirley t
9:00am Centering Prayer Group (MPR)
9:15am SJB Homeschool Co-op (PH/APR/PL/MPR/N)

Saturday, December 19

8:30am Legion of Mary (APR)

9:30am Red Cross Blood Drive (PH)
3:30pm Confessions (Until 5:00pm)
4:00pm Saturday PM Choir Practice (CHR)
5:30pm Mass Intention: Marian Lovejoy

Sunday, December 20 : Fourth Sunday of Advent
7:00am Mass Intention: For All Parishioners Living and Deceased

8:30am Mass Intention: Helen Diemer t
11:30am Mass Intention: Juan Gutierrez T

3:00pm JRYM (YR)

5:30pm Mass Intention: Connie Tarkowski ¥

6:45pm HSYM (YR)

6:45pm 30+ Singles (PH)

6:45pm JustFaith (PL)

NOTICE: We have recently received notice that the parish

has Intergraph stock shares dating back to 1991. However,
the tax ID does not correspond with St. John’s tax ID. If
you contributed Intergraph stock to the parish, please call
the office (722-7929, ext. 101) ASAP. Thank you.

FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP
The Finance Council minutes and the Seven Goals for the
parish are posted on the church website.

Offertory Donations 2009 Goal
Dec.5/6 $36,121.56 $28,846 wkly
Year to Date 2009 $1,346,359.08 $1,500,000 yrly
Building Fund Donations 2009 Goal
Dec.5/6 $16,022.56 $11,538 wkly
Year to Date 2009 $594,898.07 $600,000 yrly

Thank you for using your envelopes.

MPR) Mini Purpose Rm.

SCR) School Conference Rm.
urch PH) Parish Hall

APRLAII Purpose Rm.
SG) School Ggm
rary

C)C

CCR) Church Conference Rm. PL) Parish Hall Library SL) School Li
CHR) Choir Room S)  School . YR) Youth Rm.
KC) Knights of Columbus Rm. SC) School Cafeteria

2009 Year End Contributions: Please remember that all
contributions for the year 2009 must be RECEIVED in the
Parish Office by December 31, 2009. Tax contribution
statements will be mailed out by the end of January.




Around the Faith Community

Sacramental Life

@apu'm On the second Sunday of each month Deacon Dan Laurita
< conducts a Baptismal Preparation class which meets in the All

" =4 Purpose Room at 10:00AM. In order to have a child baptized at

_ St. John’s, parents need to be registered members of St. John's
., and attend the Baptism class. The next class is scheduled for
q? . 1oday, December 137, For children older than 4 years old,
Teparatt please contact the Religious Education Department at 325-8580.

Please pray for all the following catechumens and
candidates who participated in the Rite of Welcoming
this weekend at the 11:30am Mass:

Tamrah Harris
Renee Juneau
Jason Johnson

Geraldine Anderson
Jesse Bates
Sabrina Bernauer

Billy Spinks
David Suffern
Rachel Suffern

Robert Bradford Ron Martin Brenda Villarreal
Patricia Bradford Stanley Martin Claire Venegas
Gabrielle Chomskis  Vicki Pignatoro Nancy Vincent
Amanda Christ Stephanie Pursel Charlotte VVolans
Darryl Colvin Jennifer Reaves John Walker
Carla Dailey Kelli Roberson Karen Welch
Thu Doung Tricia Sainsbury Brad Whitson

Richard Forneris Denise Smith

December 16 - Reconciliation Service
7:00PM

December 24 - Christmas Eve
4:00PM (Church), 4:00PM (Gym), 6:30PM, 10:00pm

December 25 - Christmas Day

Derek Willingham

10:00AM
) Children’s Liturgy of the Word will
#'7 4 resume in February. We have lost
¥3 # leaders and helpers to transfers; more
volunteers are needed for both 8:30 and
11:30 masses. Please contact Cheri Furno

at mcfurno@knology.net or 772-0449.

Social Concerns

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY invites you and
your family to help with the delivery of the Christmas
Food Boxes and gifts from the Giving Tree next
Sunday, December 20th, to the less fortunate in our
community.  The fun begins after the 8:30 AM mass
from the school cafeteria. Plan to make it a family
event. Enter the school via the main gym entrance and go to the
school cafeteria for maps and instructions. The flashing signal lights
will light your way. For those of you who want to help and do not
attend the 8:30 mass, please come to the cafeteria between 11:00
AM and noon. Thank you all for helping us help others.

ST JOSEPH THE WORKER JOB NETWORKING
CLUB: For those seeking employment or those wanting to i
help those seeking employment, the St. Joseph the Worker B
Job Club meets weekly Tuesdays from 12:30 p.m. to 2:00 —
p.m. in the Parish Hall. For more information , contact
Maureen Chemsak, 830-4610, maureenjchemsak@gmaiI.com
and check http:/Amww.quintcareers.com/job_club.html.

Parish Life

St. John’s regular blood drive will be held on
Saturday, December 19", from 9:30 to 2:30. The
drive will be held in the Parish Hall. Now is the time
for giving and what could be a greater gift than the
gift of life? Please take a few minutes out of your
busy schedule to help others by donating blood.

Trip to the Holy Land with Deacon
Dan - Spring 2010: A few spaces still
available! If you would be interested
in participating or learning more, visit:
www.deacondanpilgrimage.blogspot.com or
please contact Deacon Dan through
deacondan@stjohnbchurch.org

email at

The Knights of Columbus will again offer
"Keep Christ In Christmas' magnets for sale
after all Masses the weekends of December 5-6
and December 12-13. The magnets are $5 each,
and are a great way to send a gentle reminder for
the reason behind the season. All proceeds will be used to
support the Alabama K of C Priesthood Scholarship Program.

John Paul Il Catholic High News

Catholic High School is now accepting applications for the 2010-2011
school year. Applications are available at the school website,
www.chsfalcons.org/admissions . Please remember that all students must
have on file an application and $40 application fee (payable online), before
sitting for the High School Placement Test on Saturday, January 9, 2010.
For more information, please call Cindy Riehl,
Director of Admissions, at (256) 430-1760, ext. 102.

Catholic High School presents its annual
Christmas Concert on Monday, December 14, at 7
p.m., at the school auditorium, 4810 Bradford. The
choir and band will present the beautiful music of
Christmas, from traditional carols to contemporary
selections. The evening includes a Christmas sing-a-long. Admission
is free. For more information, call 256.430.1760.

Challenge Gift Information: A reminder about the Challenge Gift
offered through the generosity of Mrs. Linda J. Smith. This gift is
designed to stimulate our Catholic Community to put forward a final
push to build Pope John Paul Il Catholic High School. The details of
this gift are: 1. A collective minimum of $500,000 new money must be
pledged or gifted between 6/1/09 and 6/1/10. 2. To be eligible, gifts
must be new money or a new pledge, a minimum of $100 and a
maximum of $25,000. 3. On 6/1/10, any amount from $500,000 up to
$1,000,000 will be considered for matching. 4. To be matched, a
pledge must be paid in full by 6/1/12. For further information, contact
Connie Gerlach: 430-1760, Ext. 150 or cgerlach@chsfalcons.org.

Keep ChristIn Chrisimas




Adult Education and Spirituality

Christina Semmens, 603-0225
csemmens@stjohnbchurch.org

For more information on Adult Ed events go to:
www.stjohnbchurch.org/amre/amre.htm

Year for Priests—12/13 Msgr Michael Sexton

Sun Adult Ed—12/13, 10:05-11:05am
This week: Francis de Sales & Lay Spirituality
NO CLASS on 12/20 or 12/27 due to the holidays
NEXT session will be on Sunday, January 3rd

Wed Adult Ed—12/16, 5:25-6:25pm
Topic: Discussion of upcoming changes proposed to
the Missal by the USCCB
NO CLASS on 12/23 or 12/30 due to the holidays
NEXT Session will be on Wednesday., Jan. 6th

RCIA Rite of Welcoming—~Please pray for all our
RCIA catechumens and candidates who were recognized
this weekend at the Rite of Welcoming as they continue
their preparation to receive the sacraments of initiation
and become members of the Catholic Church this coming
Easter.

THIS WED (Dec 16) Parish Reconciliation Service,7pm

S Religious Education

] religiousED@stjohnbchurch.org
i 325-8580

Advent 2009: JOY!

Wednesday RE Classes meet this Wednesday December 16th!
RE will be on its holiday break beginning next Sunday December
20th, through Sunday January 3rd, 2010. Sunday RE Classes
resume on January 3rd and Wednesday RE Classes and resume on
January 6th. We wish you a very blessed Advent and Christmas
Season, and a Happy New Year!

The Three Comings of Jesus Christ...
To put it all into perspective, Christ has come and dwells among us,
“for God so loved the world that he sent his only son!” (John 3:16)

The Incarnation: Jesus has come! The coming of Christ has
already occurred and his presence means that “God is with us”
Emmanuell (Luke 2: 1-7) My Life Now: Jesus comes to me!
How can this season allow Christ to be “born again” inside us
all, for where two or three are gathered, there he is in our midst!
(Matthew 18:20) Our Future: Jesus comes again, in glory!
As Christ has come, and as He is in our midst in the Eucharist
and prayer, we still long for his coming again in a spirit of hope
and of love, and that completes the picture! (Revelation 1:1)

(See a link to Creighton University’s Online Advent Page on the St. Jobn’s Parish Website!)

The St. John’s RE Office @
722-7929 (x108 or x113).

Youth Faith Formation

Greg Thompson
gthompson@stjohnbchurch.org

Advent 2009 The aeducnt of a
PRAY, RECONCILE Qs ministry %

and SERVE!

THIS Sunday December 13th
JRYM (3:00-5:00pm) will have our Annual Holiday Party!
HSYM (SPECIAL TIME...5:30-8:30pm) will be heading to Good
Shepherd Catholic Church! For a city-wide Mass and Holiday Party!

THIS Friday December 18th
Holiday Cheer for the Whole Family! Come join us for a hayride,
some caroling, and some holiday treats as we’ll gather outside
the Parish Hall from 6:00 - 8:00pm.

Next Sunday December 20th
JRYM (3:00-5:00pm) and HSYM (7:00-9:00pm) will be meeting at
the Ice Plex for, you guessed it, Ice Skating. Bring money for
admission and concessions!

SJYM/RE will be on its holiday break beginning Wednesday

December 23rd, through Sunday January 3rd, 2010. Sunday RE
Classes resume on January 3rd and Wednesday RE Classes and
XLT HS Scripture Study resumes on January 6th,. JRYM &

HSYM Youth Groups return at their normal times on Sunday Janu-

ary 10th. The PTYM group returns Sunday January 17th at its

normal time. We wish you a very blessed Advent and Christmas

Season, and a Happy New Year!

J

+o
1JomY St. John’s School

Sherry Lewis, Principal
slewis@stjohnb.com

Interested in learning more
about St. John’s School?

Then mark your calendars for our Open House
and Taste of Kindergarten events!

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS Open House will be held the first
" =\ Sunday of Catholic Schools Week on
_ . January 31%, 2010. Come tour the
school, meet with faculty and
administration, and learn about all the
8 wonderful things St. John’s School
FOR LIFE has to offer!

Our annual “Taste of Kindergarten” event C"
will take place on Friday, February 5%, @~
2010. This event is for rising kindergartners Q'_‘
and their parents. While the children visit the *e
kindergarten classroom, parents have the
opportunity to meet with administration and

tour the school.

N

N |

Watch for additional information about these
programs in upcoming bulletins!
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