
 

 

Councils, Commissions & Committees 
 
 
Councils    Point of Contact  Phone 

Pastoral Council   Kora Davis   716-0646 
Finance Council   Annette Gass  721-5608 

St John’s School   Sherry Lewis, Principal 722-0772 
School Board   Arlene McCormick  837-6199 
PTO    Kathy Colton  216-6033 
Education Foundation  John Simmons  772-8344 

Liturgy Commission   Tom Szoka   830-5037 
Sacristan   Rose Baskinski  430-0423 
Ushers    Joey Pharo   658-0540 
Lectors    Kevin Healy   509-1499 
Special Ministers of Holy Communion  Peggy Shirley  430-0587 
Music Ministry   Andrew Tygielski  772-4028 
Altar Servers   James Clark  837-9407 
Children’s Liturgy of the Word  Cheri Furno   772-0449 
Arts and Environment Committee  Thea Schouten  895-0866 
Eucharistic Adoration   Maura Edwards  837-0385 
Intercessory Prayer Group  Miguel Rodriguez  464-5866 
Wedding Coordinator   Kim Balzer   464-5270 

Total Faith Formation Commission 
Religious Education (Pre-K-8th grade)    325-8580 
Sacramental Preparation     325-8580 
RCIA    Christina Semmens  603-0225 
Adult Education   Christina Semmens  603-0225 
Just Faith   Cathie Buechler  325-4606 
Bereavement Ministry     
Religious Goods Store  Kay Lawler   325-3256 
Tues Morning Bible Study  Lynne Downs  830-9425 

     Women Sharing the Word  Sharon Boirun      890-4000 
     Mother’s Ministry   Sinead Turner  417-8886 

Married Fellowship   Gene & Lynne Downs  830-9425 
Mommy and Me   Carolina Mata  830-8961 
Men’s Group   Eric Hawkes  325-7282 
Small Faith Sharing Communities  Terry Trinko   325-3259 
Ladybug Rosary Group  Rita Nieves   325-3121 

Youth Commission 
High School (HSYM)   Greg Thompson  325-7596 
Jr. High School (JRYM)  Greg Thompson  325-7596 
4th-6th Grade (PTYM)   Greg Thompson  325-7596  
XLT Scripture Group   Greg Thompson  325-7596 
Pop Warner Football   Steve Koubek  726-8723 
Scouting:   Girl Scouts: Joan Kammer 837-5572; Troop 350 David Johnston 830-1871 
 Cub Pack 350: Mike Fazah 722-9614  Venture 007: David Abell 830-2779 
 Ship 42: Greg Thomas 772-1968  

Parish Life Commission      
Women’s Club   Elizabeth Ratliff  721-0474 
Funeral Receptions   Michelle Driggs  325-9721 
Care & Compassion (Meals to the Sick) Robin Kutsor  721-0422 
50+ Ministry   Ann Marie Crosswhite  726-9204 
Hispanic Ministry   Miguel Rodriguez  464-5866 
Singles & Single Again  See Parish Website   
Welcome Committee   Denise Shrontz   971-1363 

Social Concerns Commission     
Social Justice Committee     
Interfaith Mission Service (IMS)  Jane Davis   233-8928 
Disciples for Life   Anne Bauer Jenkins  890-0445 
Habitat for Humanity   Wayne Sovocool  722-8073 
Meals on Wheels (MOW)  Blanche Irby  461-0399 
The Giving Tree   Sue McConnell  230-6714 
CASA    Monette Gordon  772-0022 

Facilities and Grounds Commission  
     Building (Future) Committee  John Shrontz  971-1363 

Landscaping and Grounds Committee  
Maintenance Committee 

Communication Commission  Irene Garroppo  830-5989 
Communications Committee  Irene Garroppo  830-5989 
Newsletter Committee (occasional) Denise Lehman  721-0613 
Website Committee   Robyn Crochet  859-7160 

Other Organizations and Ministries 
Knights of Columbus   Danny Garcia  721-9938 
St Vincent de Paul    Gene Wrobel  837-7133 
Marriage Encounter   John & Teresa Simmons  772-8344 
Cursillo Ultreya   John Kutsor   721-0422 
Legion of Mary   Chris Sharp   461-0602 
Junior Legion of Mary  Wayne Bordelon  830-9464 

Registration Forms and Welcome Packets can be picked up at the 
Welcome Center, located in the church vestibule, before or after 
weekend masses, or stop by the parish office during the week. 
 

The parish offices of the church are located in the Parish Administrative 
Building, located adjacent to the Church.  Offices are open Monday to 
Thursday from 8:00am to 4:00pm, Friday from 8:00am to 1:00pm. 
 

Membership at St. John’s is usually determined by: 

• Registration at the parish for at least six months; 
• Attendance at Mass every weekend; 
• Use of your financial stewardship envelopes; 
• Where possible, participation in at least one parish ministry, 

activity, program or organization. 
 

Active membership status is required to serve on parish councils and 
commissions and to have parishioner status at St. John’s School. 
 

Baptisms: Parents must attend a formation session prior to scheduling a 
baptism.  Baptism preparation classes are held the 2nd Sunday of each 
month at 10:00am in the All Purpose Room.  
 

Holy Communion for Sick or Homebound: Hospitals and nursing 
homes do not notify the parish or reveal names of patients due to 
confidentiality laws. Please call the parish to arrange visitation. 
 

Weddings: Arrangements must be made at least six months before the 
wedding.  Couples must complete a marriage preparation program. 
Contact the church office with queries. 

Parish Staff 
Phone 722-0130 / Fax 722-0303 

Rectory -  Emergencies only, please  895-9745 
Pastor 
 
Asst. Priest in Residence 
 
Pastoral Associate 
 
Deacon 
 
Deacon 
 
Deacon 
 

School Principal 
 
Director of Liturgy & Music 
 
Assistant Music Minister 
 
Office Administrator 
 
Financial Secretary 
 
Administrative Assistant 
 
Nursery Coordinator 
 

Building Security 
 

Master of all Trades 

Fr. Philip O’Kennedy 
  frphil@stjohnbchurch.org  
Fr. Mark Spruill 
  frmark@stjohnbchurch.org  
Sr. Virginia Rohling, OSB 
  svrohling@stjohnbchurch.org  
Rev. Mr. Dan Laurita 
  deacondan@stjohnbchurch.org  
Rev. Mr. Darrell Diem 
  deacondarrell@stjohnbchurch.org  
Rev. Mr. Skip Graffagnini 
 

Mrs. Sherry Lewis 
  slewis@stjohnb.com  
Greg Thompson 
  gthompson@stjohnbchurch.org  
Andrew Tygielski 
  atygielski@stjohnbchurch.org  
Terry Hecker 
  thecker@stjohnbchurch.org  
Judy Berkowitz 
  jberkowitz@stjohnbchurch.org  
Alice Cislo 
  acislo@stjohnbchurch.org  
Elizabeth Servidio 
 

Gary Pietrzyk 
 

Bill Moeller 

722-0130 
 
722-0130 
 
722-8590 
 
230-6474 
 
722-7929 
   x353 
464-7262 
 

722-0772 
 
325-7596 
 
772-4028 
 
722-7929 
   x100 
722-7929 
   x101 
722-7929 
   x108 
722-0130 
 

722-0130 
 

722-0130 

Director of Adult Religious Education & Formation 
Adult Ed, RCIA, Spirituality 

Christina Semmens     csemmens@stjohnbchurch.org          722-7929 
                 x102   

 

Director of Religious Education & Youth Ministry* 
PreK-12th Grade 

Greg Thompson     gthompson@stjohnbchurch.org         325-7596 
*Interim 2009-’10 



BULLETIN ANNOUNCEMENTS:  Please send all bulletin 
announcements to Terry Hecker at thecker@stjohnBchurch.org.  

Submissions are due each Friday by 9:00am 

Readings for the Week August 30 through September 6 
Dt 4:1-2,6-8   Ps 15:2-5   Jas 1:17-18,21b-22,27 Mk 7:1-8,14-15,21-23 
1 Thes 4:13-18   Ps 96:1,3-5,11-13   Lk 4:16-30 
1 Thes 5:1-6,9-11   Ps 27:1,4,13-14   Lk 4:31-37 
Col 1:1-8   Ps 52:10-11   Lk 4:38-44 
Col 1:9-14   Ps 98:2-6   Lk 5:1-11 
Col 1:15-20   Ps 100:1-5   Lk 5:33-39 
Col 1:21-23   Ps 54:3-4,6-8   Lk 6:1-5 
Is 35:4-7a   Ps 146:7-10   Jas 2:1-5   Mk 7:31-37 

Sunday: 
Monday: 
Tuesday: 
Wednesday: 
Thursday 
Friday: 
Saturday: 
Sunday: 

Charles Adams 
Sara Aguilar 
Anita Arenas 
Tracy Billingsley 
Lois Chandler 
Tricia Claus 
Josephine Cusack 
Rebecca DeSpain 
Frank Dugan 
Joan Easton 
Fr. Jim Fitzgerald 
Helen Flanagan 
George Fleming 
 

Kathleen Freestone 
Gloria Hophan 
Lan Hopkins 
Deborah Jennsen 
Billy Johnston 
Catherine Jordan 
Patrick Karigan 
Michael J. Kennedy 
Albert Kerstiens 
Daniel Lebas 
Joan Merriman 
Dan Merriman 
Jeanine Pesto 
A.J. Revera 

Mark Richards 
Kim Richardson 
Joyce Rigsby 
Andrea Schieber 
Stephanie Schultz 
Dolly Stone 
Ellen Sweeney 
Ronnie Thomas 
Frank Wessling 
Charles White 
Larry White 
Aileen Yates 
Blake Young 

IN OUR DAILY PRAYERS: 

Sunday, August 30, 2009 
Twenty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Schedule at a Glance 

Friday, September 4: First Friday 

Thursday, September 3 

Wednesday,  September 2 

Saturday, September 5: First Saturday 

8:30am 
9:30am 
9:30am 
9:30am 

Mass Intention: Mary Lou Mescher g 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament (until 9:00pm) 
SJB Homeschool Co-op (PH/APR/PL/MPR/N) 
Women’s Cursillo Reunion (CHR) 

6:15am 
6:45am 
8:00am 
8:30am 
9:15am 
9:15am 
6:30pm 
6:30pm 
7:00pm 
7:00pm 
7:15pm 

Mass 
 
 

Mass 

Intention: C. Paul Semmens g 
Men’s Cursillo Reunion (PL) 
Ladybug Rosary (C) 
Intention: Mollie & Warren Cherry g 
Tuesday AM Scripture Study (APR) 
Mothers Ministry (PH) 
Scripture and Communion Service 
Intercessory Prayer Group (MPR) 
SVDP (APR) 
Women’s Club (PH) 
Sunday PM Choir Practice (CHR) 

6:15am 
8:30am 

10:00am 
6:00pm 
6:30pm 
7:15pm 
7:15pm 
7:15pm 
7:15pm 

 
 
 
 

Mass 
 
 
 
 

Women’s Cursillo Reunion (PL) 
Scripture and Communion Service 
Mommy & Me (N) 
Confessions (until 6:20pm) 
Intention: Toni Ann Hurd g 
Sunday AM Choir Practice (CHR) 
Men’s Cursillo Reunion (MPR) 
XLT High School Scripture Study (YR) 
JustFaith (APR) 

8:30am 
8:30am 

 
3:30pm 
5:30pm 

 
Mass 

 
 

Mass 

Legion of Mary (APR) 
Intention: Deceased Clergy and Religious g 
 Followed by Holy Hour Adoration 
Confessions (Until 5:00pm) 
Intention:  Orville Gildehaus g 

8:30am 
9:15am 
6:30pm 
6:30pm 
7:15pm 
7:15pm 

Mass 
 

Mass 

Mua Nguyen g 
Mothers’ Ministry (PH) 
John McGehee g 
Mothers’ Ministry (APR) 
Saturday PM Choir Practice (CHR) 
Knights of Columbus (PH) 

Saturday, August 29 

Sunday, September 6 
7:00am 
8:30am 

11:30am 
5:30pm 

Mass 
Mass 
Mass 
Mass 

Intention: For All Parishioners Living and Deceased 
Intention: Jim Brennan g 
Intention: Martha Calderon g 
Intention: Intentions of the Biel Family  

Tuesday,  September 1 

Monday, August 31 

5:30pm Mass Intention:  Intention:  Jean Lee g 
Sunday, August 30 

8:30am 
9:30am 
7:00pm 

Mass Intention: Matt Crane g 
Lightweigh Bible Study (APR) 
Boy Scouts (PH) 

H.B.E! 

7:00am 
8:30am 
8:30am 

10:00am 
11:30am 

3:00pm 
4:00pm 
5:30pm 
6:45pm 
6:45pm 

Mass 
Mass 

 
 

Mass 
 
 

Mass 

Intention: For All Parishioners Living and Deceased 
Intention: Adelina Tallerico g 
Religious Education for Pre-K (S) 
Religious Education for Youth and Adults (S/PH) 
Intention: Elaine Oberle g 
JRYM (YR) 
Newcomers’ Reception (PH) 
Intention: Joyce Blair g 
HSYM (YR) 
JustFaith (PL) 

Monday, September 7, 2009 - Labor Day 
Parish Offices will be closed. 

Be doers of the word,  
not hearers only. 

~James 1:17-27 

 

Offertory 
Aug. 22/23 
Year to Date 2009 
 

Building Fund 
Aug. 22/23 
Year to Date 2009 
 

Burse Club 
     

Donations  
$27,641.00 
$934,335.43 

 

Donations  
$9,640.62 

$419,752.78 
 

Donations  
$873.45 

2009 Goal  
    $28,846 wkly 

    $1,500,000  yrly 
 

2009  Goal  
$11,538 wkly 
$600,000  yrly 

 
 
 

FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP 
The Finance Council minutes and the Seven Goals for the  

parish are posted on the church website. 

Thank you for using your envelopes. 

(APR) All Purpose Rm.  
(C) Church  
(CCR) Church Conference Rm. 
(CHR) Choir Room 
(KC) Knights of Columbus Rm. 

(MPR) Mini Purpose Rm. 
(PH) Parish Hall 
(PL)  Parish Hall Library 
(S)    School 
(SC) School Cafeteria 

(SCR) School Conference Rm.   
(SG) School Gym 
(SL) School Library 
(YR) Youth Rm.    



 

 

Around the Faith Community 
Sacramental Life 

Pot Pourri 
John Paul II Catholic High News 

Liturgy 
Parish Life 

“Loaves & Fishes” Parents of Our High School Youth: 
We are looking for volunteers to provide a meal each 
week at our High School Youth Group. The meals are 

served in the Youth Room and could be prepared at home and delivered 
around 6:30pm each Sunday.  Something simple is all we ask.  Pray 
about it and consider the possibility, then give Greg a call at 325-7596. 

The St. John’s Music Ministry would like to 
invite all those who sing or play an instrument to 
consider making a regular commitment to our 
Music Ministry.  Our choir meets for regular weekly rehearsals on 
either Tuesday or Wednesday evenings and serves the weekly 
Masses and other events.  Interested? Ask a member after Mass or 
call Greg Thompson at 325-7596. 

The Freezer in the Parish Hall kitchen 
needs to be replaced!  Would anyone have an 
extra household freezer that can be used in our 
current Parish Hall kitchen until equipment for 
the kitchen is purchased and installed in the 
new building?  If so, please call the Parish 
Office at 722-0130. Thank you! 

Men's Softball:  Men's Church League Softball (Tuesday and 
Thursday evenings) will begin Fall League very 
soon.  Parishioners interested in playing, please contact Joe at 
joseph.b.raymond@gmail.com or call 256.797.7919.   

Daily Mass Schedule beginning August 31, 2009: 
Monday: 8:30am, Tuesday: 6:15am & 8:30am,  

Wednesday: 6:30pm, Thursday: 8:30am & 6:30pm, Friday: 8:30am 
Confessions: 

Wednesday: 6:00 - 6:20pm, Saturday: 3:30 - 5:00pm 
Scripture and Communion Service 

Wednesday: 8:30am, First Tuesday: 6:30pm 
 

LABOR DAY - SEPTEMBER 7, 2009 
Mass - 9:00am 

WEDDING BANNS 
Second Banns 

Ashley Hollmann & UG Wilson 

Positions Available: Part-time Public relations/marketing specialist. A 
minimum 3-5 years experience is preferred. Email résumé to Vince Aquila, 
Principal, at vaquila@chsfalcons.org. Boys’ Soccer Coach. Email résumé to 
Wes Robertson, Athletic Director, at wrobertson@chsfalcons.org.  
 

Blood Drive: Wednesday, September 2, from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m., in the school 
library. Donors receive a t-shirt and will be entered in a 
drawing for a $1,000 gas card. For more information, 
please call 256. 430.1760. 
 

CHS Parent Association 2009 Gala, “A Night to 
Remember,” Saturday, November 14, 2009, at the VBC. 
Volunteers are welcome! Please call the school 
Development Office, 430-1760 ext. 109. 
 

Challenge Gift Continues:  Mrs. Linda Smith, and the 
Linda and Mark Smith Family Foundation continue to offer a challenge gift of up 
to $1,000,000.  Mrs. Smith’s Challenge Gift will match Campaign donations and 
pledges ranging from $100.00 to $25,000.00 and is designed to stimulate our 
Catholic Community to put forward a final push to build Pope John Paul II 
Catholic High School.  Watch for further information or contact Connie Gerlach:  
430-1760, Ext. 150 or cgerlach@chsfalcons.org.  Also, visit www.chsfalcons.org.  

St. John the Baptist Catholic School strives to provide an 
affordable faith based education with strong academic 
standing.  We would like to remind parishioners that we 
have a tuition assistance fund to support struggling 

families.  With Fr. Phil’s permission and encouragement, please consider 
making a tax-deductible donation to the tuition assistance fund.   Our 
requests for assistance have more than doubled this year and we are working 
diligently to help all families in need.  If you have any questions, please contact 
the school office at 722-0772.  Thank you for your consideration in this matter. 

Newcomers’ Reception: Sunday, August 30th at 4:00pm in the 
Parish Hall. All recently registered new parishioners are invited! 

Please join St. John’s Disciples for Life in 
supporting Choose Life’s annual “Walk for Life” 
September 19th at Big Spring Park.  Information 
sheets are available in the church vestibule. 

The Notre Dame Club of Northern 
Alabama has a few packages left for the 
Sept. 5 football season opener at Notre 
Dame against Nevada.  Each package 
includes a ticket to the pep rally, a ticket to 

the game, and accommodations on the ND campus for Fri., 
Sept. 4 and Sat., Sept. 5.  Please contact David Tarkowski on 
256-520-4917 or dtarkows@mitre.org for details. 

The Military Council of Catholic Women 
(MCCW) at Redstone Arsenal invites all 
ladies with a civilian or military ID to our 
2nd Friday program, 11 September at the 
Bicentennial Chapel. Social starts at 9:00am 
in the Conference Room, with a short 
business agenda at 9:30am and a welcoming program.  Optional 
Holy Hour at 11:00am & Mass at Noon.  Contact Phyllis @ 842
-2175 or Diana @ 852-5519. 

Social Concerns 
SVDP  NEEDS YOUR HELP RESTOCKING THE PANTRY! 
The following items are greatly needed: Peanut butter, jelly & 
jams, cooking oil, spaghetti sauce, ketchup, mustard, 46 oz. 
juice, syrup, carrots, mixed vegetables, corn, peas, flour, 
sugar, salt, boxed dry potatoes, Jell-O, pudding, cake mixes, 

stuffing mixes, hamburger & tuna helper, laundry detergent,  toilet tissue, 
deodorant, tooth brushes, baby wipes and  # 5 diapers.  Where possible, 
please donate items sold in plastic containers, rather than glass. Your help in 
restocking the pantry will certainly help us to help the less fortunate.  Donated 
items can be left in the SVDP box outside the SVDP Pantry in the Church Hall 
or in the back of the Church next to the religious articles store.  Thank you! 

m-
 



 

 

Adult Education and Spirituality 
Christina Semmens, 603-0225 

csemmens@stjohnbchurch.org 

Youth Faith Formation 
Greg Thompson 

gthompson@stjohnbchurch.org 

Religious Education 
    religiousED@stjohnbchurch.org     

325-8580 

For more information on  
Adult Education and Spirituality, go to:      

www.stjohnbchurch.org/amre/amre 
 

Year for Priests—8/30-9/5 Pray for Fr. Shinnick     
 

Wed Adult Ed—9/2, 5:25-6:25pm 
    Topic: Wk 2 of Scripture Study on Mass 
    Next week (9/9): Wk 3 of Scripture Study on Mass 

 

Sun Adult Ed—8/30, 10:05-11:05am     
    Topic: Prayer 
    NEXT Week (9/6):  NO CLASS (due to Labor Day)  
     9/13 Topic:: Covenant Theology presented by Fr. Mark 

 

Just Faith—First sessions THIS week--8/30 or 9/2 
          
RCIA - Learn more about the Catholic faith -    
   sessions begin Wed, 9/9, 7:15-8:45pm  
   Call Christina Semmens, 603-0225, 
csemmens@stjohnbchurch.org for more information.  

 
Mommy and Me—will begin meeting again on Wed., 
Sept 16th, 10:30am-12:30pm. A special bilingual focus 
will be included as a part of gatherings this year. Contact 
Carolina Mata, 830-8961 for more information.  

St. John’s School 
Sherry Lewis, Principal 
slewis@stjohnb.com 

 

St, John’s Youth Ministry 
Faith, Prayer & Worship! 

 

TODAY 
August 30th 

 
HSRE 1st CONFIRMATION CLASS! 

All High School Students seeking the Sacrament of  
Confirmation will meet @ 9:45-11:15am in the 

School Cafeteria!    

 JRYM 3:00pm Botanical Gardens! 
 HSYM 6:45pm Dinner and a Movie! 
 

RE Classes and Youth Groups will NOT 
meet over the Labor Day Weekend! 

 

“XLT” High School Scripture Study meets every 
Wednesday at 6:30pm.  We attend Mass, then meet 

in the Youth Room to look over the Sunday 
Scriptures, pray, and share our faith! 

The St. John’s Crusader Club looks forward to 
another successful year for our student athletes. 
Our Fall athletics program is in full swing, and 
the St. John’s soccer explosion continues with 
130 participants and 15 teams 
formed for students in grades K-8. 

Our girls volleyball program has 45 
participants and 4 teams formed for grades 5-
8. Games are already underway! 
 
The extracurricular athletics program at St. John’s 

School, sponsored by the Crusader Club, would 
not be possible without the dedication of the many 

parents and volunteer coaches who give of their 
time and talents so willingly. We thank all of our 
parent volunteers for their commitment to our 

wonderful athletics program!   
Upcoming School Events 

♦ Sept. 2—School pictures, in uniform 
♦ Sept. 7—Labor Day, no school 

♦ Sept. 14—PTO Meeting, 6:30pm 
♦ Sept. 18—Teacher In-Service, No School 

St. John’s Crusader Club 

“Jesus said, let the little children 
come to me, and do not hinder 
them, for the Kingdom of Heaven 

belongs to such as these.”  
‐ Matthew 19:14 

 

RE Classes are underway with  
3  &  4  Year‐Olds  meeting  at 
8:30am  and  K‐12  meeting  at 

9:45am!  Please be careful in the parking lot!  Parents 
of  children  up  to  3rd  grade  should  escort  their 
children  in  and  pick  up  at  the  classroom. All  others 
should plan to enter through the front doors. 
 

NO WEDNESDAY (9/2) AND SUNDAY CLASSES (9/6) 
NEXT WEEK FOR THE LABOR DAY WEEKEND. 

 

Another Note for Wednesday Classes… 
Beginning September 9th, the Wednesday RE 

Classes will begin at 5:15pm each week! 
 
 

Questions? Please call RE Office  
@ 722‐7929 (x108). 
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