
 

 

Councils, Commissions & Committees 
 
 
Councils    Point of Contact  Phone 

Pastoral Council   Kora Davis   716-0646 
Finance Council   Annette Gass  721-5608 

St John’s School   Sherry Lewis, Principal 722-0772 
School Board   Desireé Possel  772-2409 
PTO    Betsy Lashley  722-0772 
Education Foundation  John Simmons  772-8344 

Liturgy Commission   Tom Szoka    
Sacristan   Rose Basinski  430-0423 
Ushers    Joey Pharo   658-0540 
Lectors    Kevin Healy   509-1499 
Special Ministers of Holy Communion  Peggy Shirley  430-0587 
Music Ministry   Andrew Tygielski  772-4028 
Altar Servers   James Clark  837-9407 
Children’s Liturgy of the Word  Cheri Furno   772-0449 
Arts and Environment Committee  Thea Schouten  895-0866 
Eucharistic Adoration   Maura Edwards  837-0385 
Intercessory Prayer Group  Miguel Rodriguez  464-5866 
Wedding Coordinator   Kim Balzer   464-5270 

Total Faith Formation Commission 
Religious Education (Pre-K-8th grade) Tandra Lavallee  722-9398 
Sacramental Preparation  Tandra Lavallee  722-9398 
Adult Faith Formation Team  Christina Semmens  603-0225 
RCIA    Christina Semmens  603-0225 
Adult Education   Christina Semmens  603-0225 
Bereavement Ministry     
Religious Goods Store  Kay Lawler   325-3256 
Tues Morning Bible Study  Lynne Downs  830-9425 

     Women Sharing the Word  Sharon Boirun      890-4000 
     Mother’s Ministry   Sinead Turner  417-8886 

Married Fellowship   Gene & Lynne Downs  830-9425 
Mommy and Me   Gricelda Benfield  722-9515 
Men’s Group   Eric Hawkes  325-7282 
Small Faith Sharing Communities  Terry Trinko   325-3259 
Ladybug Rosary Group  Rita Nieves   325-3121 

Youth Commission 
High School (HSYM)   Greg Thompson  325-7596 
Jr. High School (JRYM)  Greg Thompson  325-7596 
4th-6th Grade (PTYM)   Greg Thompson  325-7596  
XLT Scripture Group   Greg Thompson  325-7596 
Pop Warner Football   Steve Koubek  726-8723 
Scouting:   Girl Scouts: Joan Kammer 837-5572; Troop 350 Jim Hauser 726-0372 
 Cub Pack 350: Mike Fazah 722-9614  Venture 007: David Abell 830-2779 
 Ship 42: Greg Thomas 772-1968  

Parish Life Commission      
Women’s Club   Betty Frank   325-5600 
Funeral Receptions   Cathy Kucera  325-1409 
Care & Compassion (Meals to the Sick) Robin Kutsor  721-0422 
50+ Ministry   Ann Marie Crosswhite  726-9204 
Hispanic Ministry   Miguel Rodriguez  464-5866 
Singles & Single Again  See Parish Website   
Welcome Committee   Denise Shrontz   971-1363 
Social Concerns Commission     
Social Justice Committee     
Interfaith Mission Service (IMS)  Jane Davis   233-8928 
Disciples for Life   Anne Bauer Jenkins  890-0445 
Habitat for Humanity   Wayne Sovocool  722-8073 
Meals on Wheels (MOW)  Blanche Irby  461-0399 
The Giving Tree   Sue McConnell  230-6714 
CASA    Monette Gordon  772-0022 

Facilities and Grounds Commission  
     Building (Future) Committee  John Shrontz  971-1363 

Landscaping and Grounds Committee Barbara Machnica  722-0130 
Maintenance Committee 

Communication Commission  Irene Garroppo  830-5989 
Communications Committee  Irene Garroppo  830-5989 
Newsletter Committee (occasional) Denise Lehman  721-0613 
Website Committee   Robyn Crochet  859-7160 

Other Organizations and Ministries 
Knights of Columbus   Danny Garcia  721-9938 
St Vincent de Paul    Gene Wrobel  837-7133 
Marriage Encounter   John & Teresa Simmons  772-8344 
Cursillo Ultreya   John Kutsor   721-0422 
Legion of Mary   Chris Sharp   461-0602 
Junior Legion of Mary  Wayne Bordelon  830-9464 

Registration Forms and Welcome Packets can be picked up at the 
Welcome Center, located in the church vestibule, before or after 
weekend masses, or stop by the parish office during the week. 
 

The parish offices of the church are located in the Parish Administrative 
Building, located adjacent to the Church.  Offices are open Monday to 
Friday from 8:00am to 4:00pm. 
 

Membership at St. John’s is usually determined by: 

• Registration at the parish for at least six months; 
• Attendance at Mass every weekend; 
• Use of your financial stewardship envelopes; 
• Where possible, participation in at least one parish ministry, 

activity, program or organization. 
 

Active membership status is required to serve on parish councils and 
commissions and to have parishioner status at St. John’s School. 
 

Baptisms: Parents must attend a formation session prior to scheduling a 
baptism.  Baptism preparation classes are held the 2nd Sunday of each 
month at 10:00am in the All Purpose Room.  
 

Holy Communion for Sick or Homebound: Hospitals and nursing 
homes do not notify the parish or reveal names of patients due to 
confidentiality laws. Please call the parish to arrange visitation. 
 

Weddings: Arrangements must be made at least six months before the 
wedding.  Couples must complete a marriage preparation program. 
Contact the church office with queries. 

Parish Staff 
Phone 722-0130 / Fax 722-0303 

Rectory -  Emergencies only, please  895-9745 
Pastor 
 
Asst. Priest in Residence 
 
Pastoral Associate 
 
Deacon 
 
Deacon 
 
Deacon 
 

School Principal 
 
Youth Ministry 
 
Music Director 
 
Office Administrator 
 
Financial Secretary 
 
Administrative Assistant 
 
Nursery Coordinator 
 

Building Security 
 

Master of all Trades 

Fr. Philip O’Kennedy 
  frphil@stjohnbchurch.org  
Fr. Mark Spruill 
  frmark@stjohnbchurch.org  
Sr. Virginia Rohling, OSB 
  svrohling@stjohnbchurch.org  
Rev. Mr. Dan Laurita 
  deacondan@stjohnbchurch.org  
Rev. Mr. Darrell Diem 
  deacondarrell@stjohnbchurch.org  
Rev. Mr. Skip Graffagnini 
 

Mrs. Sherry Lewis 
  slewis@stjohnb.com  
Greg Thompson 
  gthompson@stjohnbchurch.org  
Andrew Tygielski 
  atygielski@stjohnbchurch.org  
Terry Hecker 
  thecker@stjohnbchurch.org  
Judy Berkowitz 
  jberkowitz@stjohnbchurch.org  
Alice Cislo 
  acislo@stjohnbchurch.org  
Elizabeth Servidio 
 

Gary Pietrzyk 
 

Bill Moeller 
 

722-0130 
 
722-0130 
 
722-8590 
 
230-6474 
 
722-7929 
   x353 
464-7262 
 

722-0772 
 
325-7596 
 
772-4028 
 
722-7929 
   x100 
722-7929 
   x101 
722-7929 
   x108 
722-0130 
 

722-0130 
 

722-0130 

Total Faith Formation: 
Tandra Lavallee 
   tlavallee@stjohnbchurch.org  
Greg Thompson 
   gthompson@stjohnbchurch.org  
Christina Semmens 
  csemmens@stjohnbchurch.org  

722-7929 
   x109 
325-7596 
 
722-7929 
   x102 

PreK-8th 

 
High School, 9-12th 

 
Adults 



The greatest sign of love  
is to lay down one’s life  

for one’s friends. 
~John 15:9-17 

Readings for the Week May 17 - May 24 
Acts 10:25-26,34-35,44-48   Ps 98:1-4   1 Jn 4:7-10   Jn 15:9-17 
Acts 16:11-15   Ps 149:1-6a,9b   Jn 15:26-16:4a 
Acts 16:22-34   Ps 138:1-3,7c-8   Jn 16:5-11 
Acts 17:15,22-18:1   Ps 148:1-2,11-14   Jn 16:12-15 
Acts 18:1-8   Ps 98:1-4   Jn 16:16-20 
Acts 18:9-18   Ps 47:2-7   Jn 16:20-23a 
Acts 18:23-28   Ps 47:2-3,8-10   Jn 16:23b-28 
Acts 1:1-11   Ps 47:2-3,6-9   Eph 1:17-23   Mk 16:15-20 

Sunday: 
Monday: 
Tuesday: 
Wednesday: 
Thursday 
Friday: 
Saturday: 
Sunday: 

Charles Adams 
Anita Arenas 
Tracy Billingsley 
Josephine Boaz 
Paula Butler 
Lois Chandler 
Tricia Claus 
Robert Creed 
Rebecca DeSpain 
Frank Dugan 
Claire Eubanks 
Fr. Jim Fitzgerald 
Betty Frank 
Gloria Hophan 

Lan Hopkins 
Bob Hyland 
Catherine Jordan 
Patrick Karigan 
Michael J. Kennedy 
Albert Kerstiens 
Loretta Kerstiens 
Lorraine Larose 
Yoshiha Lessor 
Raymond Machnica 
Joan Merriman 
Dan Merriman 
John Milewicz 
Michael Moxley 

Mark Richards 
Joyce Rigsby 
Sandy Scheiffer 
Stephanie Schultz 
Lynn Sheets 
Marcella Szymanski 
Jake Vallone 
Charles Warminski 
Frank Wessling 
Charles White 
Cathy Wright 
Aileen Yates 

IN OUR DAILY PRAYERS 
We continue to pray for those who are ill: 

Sunday, May 17, 2009 - 6th Sunday of Easter 

BULLETIN ANNOUNCEMENTS:  Please send all bulletin 
announcements to Terry Hecker at thecker@stjohnBchurch.org.  
Submissions are due each Friday by 9:00am. 

Sunday, May 24 

Tuesday,  May 19 

Monday, May 18 

Friday, May 22 

Thursday, May 21: Ascension Thursday 

Wednesday,  May 20 

Saturday, May 23 

8:30am 
12:00pm 
6:00pm 
6:30pm 

Mass 
 
 

Intention: Ed & Emily Zahumensky g 
Women’s Cursillo (PL) 
Hispanic Rosary (C) 
Hispanic Ministry Pot Luck (PH) 

6:15am 
6:45am 
8:00am 
8:30am 
9:15am 
6:00pm 
6:30pm 
7:00pm 
7:00pm 

Mass 
 
 

Mass 
 
 
 

Intention:    Roy Sloan g 
Men’s Cursillo Reunion (PL) 
Ladybug Rosary (C) 
Intention:  Bai Dihn g 
Tuesday AM Scripture Study (APR) 
Cub Scout Pack Meeting (PH) 
Intercessory Prayer Group (MPR) 
SVDP (APR) 
Sunday PM Choir Practice (CHR) 

6:15am 
8:30am 
9:00am 

10:00am 
3:30pm 
6:30pm 
7:15pm 
7:30pm 

 
Mass 

 
 
 

Mass 

Women’s Cursillo Reunion (PL) 
Intention: Marcy Bullard Measels  g 
Women Sharing the Word Bible Study (APR) 
Mommy & Me (N) 
Children’s Choir (CR) 
Intention:  Mark Smith g 
Sunday AM Choir Practice (CHR) 
Theology of the Body (PH) 

8:30am 
3:30pm 
5:30pm 

 
 

Mass 

Legion of Mary (APR) 
Confessions (until 5:00pm) 
Intention:   Saralyn Lutz g 

8:30am 
9:00am 
6:00pm 
6:00pm 
6:30pm 
7:15pm 
7:15pm 

Mass 
 
 
 

Mass 

Intention:  Fr. John Kouba, SDS g 
Mother’s Ministry (PH) 
Mothers’ Ministry (APR) 
Confessions (until 6:20pm) 
Intention:  Patricia Pace g 
Knights of Columbus (PH) 
Saturday PM Choir Practice (CHR) 

Saturday, May 16 
5:30pm Mass Intention:  Fr. Thomas Schnurr, OSB g 

Sunday, May 17:Baccalaureate Sunday 

Schedule at a Glance 

(APR) All Purpose Rm.  
(C) Church  
(CCR) Church Conference Rm. 
(CHR) Choir Room 
(KC) Knights of Columbus Rm. 

(MPR) Mini Purpose Rm. 
(PH) Parish Hall 
(PL)  Parish Hall Library 
(S)    School 
(SC) School Cafeteria 

(SCR) School Conference Rm.   
(SG) School Gym 
(SL) School Library 
(YR) Youth Rm.    

7:00am 
8:30am 

11:30am 
5:30pm 

Mass 
Mass 
Mass 
Mass 

Intention: For All Parishioners Living and Deceased 
Intention: Juliette Dufresne g 
Intention: Jerome Mount g 
Intention: Eugene Austin g 

7:00am 
8:30am 
9:30am 

11:30am 
12:45pm 

3:00pm 
3:00pm 
4:00pm 
5:30pm 
6:30pm 
6:30pm 

Mass 
Mass 

 
Mass 

 
 

Mass 

Intention: For All Parishioners Living and Deceased 
Intention:  Bob Stephens g 
Baccalaureate Breakfast (SG) 
Intention:  William Schuer g 
PTYM (YR) 
JRYM (YR) 
SJFCA Meeting (PL) 
Newcomers’ Reception (PH) 
Intention:  Josephine Marcheschi g 
HSYM (YR) 
Knights of Columbus 

8:30am 
6:30pm 
7:00pm 
7:00pm 
8:00pm 

Mass 
 
 

Intention:  Irene & Edward Brodowski g 
Finance Council (CCR) 
Boy Scouts (PH) 
AA Meeting (APR) 
Men’s Group (PL) 

Offertory 
May 9/10 
Year to Date 2009 
 

Building Fund 
May 9/10 
Year to Date 2009  

Donations  
$28,326.35 
$528,842.43 

 

Donations 
$11,827.74 
$245,356.96 

2009 Goal 
    $28,846 wkly 

    $1,500,000  yrly 
 

2009  Goal 
$11,538 wkly 
$600,000  yrly 

FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP 

Thank you for using your envelopes. 



 

 

Around the Faith Community 
Sacramental Life  

BAPTISMS: On the second Sunday of each month Deacon 
Dan Laurita conducts a Baptismal Preparation class which 
meets  in the All Purpose Room at 10:00AM.   In order to 
have  a  child baptized  at  St.  John’s, parents need  to be 
registered members of St. John’s and attend the Baptism 
class.  The next class is scheduled for June 14th.  

Parish Life 

“Love one another as I love you.” Do you love your spouse with 
the same kind of love that Jesus loves us? The next Worldwide 
Marriage Encounter Weekends are June 5-7 in Cullman, AL; 
August 21-23 in Huntsville, AL; October 2-4 in Nashville, TN 
and November 6-8 in Cullman, AL.  Early registration saves 
your place on the Weekend.   For more information visit our 
website at: wwmealabama.org or call (800) 540-WWME (9963). 

Social Concerns 

Pot Pourri 
CURSILLO: Finding it difficult in today’s world to live out your faith?  
The Cursillo Movement offers the tools, mentality, strength, and 
support to live a fuller Christian life.  The next Women's Cursillo 
weekend will be held May 21-24, 2009 at the Sacred Heart 
Monastery in Cullman.  For further information contact Mary Ellen 
Roberts at 256-721-5563.  

Trip to the Holy Land - Spring 2010: Deacon Dan is putting 
together some preliminary plans to take a group to the Holy 
Land in Spring of 2010.  If you would be interested in 
participating or learning more, please contact Deacon Dan 
through email at deacondan@stjohnbchurch.org 

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL PANTRY NEEDS MORE HELP--  
Again, THANK YOU to all of you who have purchased 
items for our Pantry.   Many more  people are struggling 
these days and we appreciate the sacrifice you are making 
to help us help the needy. With more people being laid off 
at Continental, a parts manufacturer for Chrysler on Wall 
Tirana, and the additional requests from the May 6th 

tornado victims at Madison Haven apartments, we really 
need your help. As mentioned previously, we are in 
desperate need of a number items, especially canned 
fruits and beans ( any high protein beans, ie., pinto, 
kidney, black, etc. ).  We also need: pancake mix, syrup, 
flour, applesauce, cooking oil, whole/diced tomatoes, 
shampoo & conditioner, deodorant, paper towels, toilet 
paper, mustard, jelly, ketchup, hamburger/tuna/chicken 
helper and popcorn. If you can help us with these items put 
them in the back of the church near the Religious Articles 
store or in the church hall in the box next to the SVDP 
pantry. Remember, all the items you donate to SVDP are 
tax deductible so make sure you save your receipts if you 
itemize on your tax returns.  

There will be a Rosary Prayed in Spanish in the Church at 
6:30 P.M. on May 22nd with a Pot Luck social to follow in the 
Parish Hall.  If you have any questions, please call Miguel 
Rodriguez at 464-5866.   
 

La Paroquia va tener un rosario en espanol en la iglesia a las 
6:30 P.M. el 22 de Mayo y depues vamos a tener comida para 
compartir in el salon.  Si tiene unas prejuntas llama a Miguel 
Rodriguez a 464-5866. 

Vacation  Bible  School  June  15‐19    9am  –  12  noon: 
Registration is on‐going.  Sign up deadline is Monday June 7th.  
Please consider On‐Line Registration to sign up your child(ren) 
and also to volunteer! Go to www.stjohnbchurch.org and click 
on  the VBS  logo.    If you register online, please drop payment 
by  church  office  or  in  the  collection  plate  at  mass.   Make 
checks  payable  to  St.  John’s  Church.    Participants  pay  $20 
(includes  fees/t‐shirt)  volunteers  pay  $5  for  t‐shirt  only. 
Volunteers  still  needed:  Crawfish  Crafts  Lead,  Gator  Games 
Lead: we need 2 adults, Spotlight Drama Leader (pictures and 
slideshow),  Preschool  Coordinator,  Preschool  Teachers:    we 
need  11 more!, Nursery  Coordinator, Decorations  Team  (3‐4 
adults), Crew leaders’ (grades 8‐12): we need 39 more!  For more 
info contact, Diana, Ida or Betsy at:  vbs@stjohnbchurch.org. 

The Music Department presents its final concert on Monday, 
May  18,  at  7  p.m.,  in  the  school’s  auditorium.  The  Concert 
Choir,  directed  by  DeKarlos  Blackmon,  and  the  Concert 
Band,  led  by  Bruce  Zeiger,  will  perform.  There  is  no 
admission  charge.  For  more  information,  please  call 
256.430.1760. 

Catholic High School News 

Our next Newcomers’ Reception will be this Sunday, 
May 17, at 4:00pm in the Parish Hall.  If you have joined 
our parish in the last few months, please plan to attend 
this reception! 

Upcoming Youth Protection Classes 
These classes are required for all adults and high school 

students  who volunteer with the youth of our parish. 
This training must be renewed every 3 years. 

Adult Class 
5/20/09   6-8pm    St. Mary of the Visitation    RSVP: 536-6349 
6/07/09 12:30-2:30pm Good Shepherd    RSVP: 882-1945 

Teen Class 
5/17/09   1-3pm    Holy Spirit Church              RSVP: 345-8894 

The Knights of Columbus Assembly 2420 is offering 
whole smoked BBQ butts in order to support the 
Assembly’s flagpole project at the new John Paul II 
Catholic High School.  All proceeds from the sale will go 
toward this worthy project.  Each butt is hand rubbed and 
smoked to our exacting specifications and wrapped for 
your convenience.  Each butt is $30.00 orders are limited 
to 64.  Please contact Danny Garcia for more information 
or to place an order at 256-721-9938.  

WEDDING BANNS 
First Banns 

Veronica Becker &  Ehren Bendler 



 

 

Adult Education and Spirituality 
Christina Semmens, 603-0225 

csemmens@stjohnbchurch.org 

Youth Faith Formation 
Greg Thompson 

gthompson@stjohnbchurch.org 

Religious Education 
Tandra Lavallee, DRE 

religioused@stjohnbchurch.org 

St. John’s School 
Sherry Lewis, Principal 
slewis@stjohnb.com 

Happy Graduation! 

 
May 17th  Baccalaureate Mass/Breakfast 8:30am 
     PTYM “Water Day”! 12:45pm 
     JRYM 8th Grade “Thank You Party” 3pm 
     HSYM Senior Appreciation Night 6:45pm 
 
May 24th  No Youth Group Meetings (Happy Memorial Day!) 
 
May 31st   PENTECOST SUNDAY (Cake & Ice Cream!) 
     JRYM (3pm) / HSYM (6:45pm) 
 

THE ANNUAL SJYM SIX FLAGS TRIP 
Tuesday June 2nd (4:30am—11:30pm) 

COST: $60 per person 
 

If you are rising into the 6th - 12th grade (or older)… 
and would like to join us on our annual trip to Six Flags, 
please get Registration Forms at Youth Group this 
weekend (or online) and return them by to Greg by 
Wednesday May 27th.  After that, we’ll establish a 
waiting list and fill seats on a first come first serve basis!  
Parents are always welcome and chaperones are 
definitely needed! 

Year of Paul Activities 
     The Bishop Baker YOP Scripture Reading Challenge 
assignments have been completed! You are encouraged 
to reread Acts of the Apostles along with the Church 
during this Easter season leading up to Pentecost.   
       
Sun Morn and Wed Eve Adult Ed in May—
Chris West Theology of the Body DVD series   
This Sunday morning and Wednesday evening,  
Christopher West’s DVD series on Theology of the Body: 
Discovering the Master Plan for Your Life continues to be 
presented and discussed in the parish hall. Sunday 
morning  sessions are from 10:05-11:15am and Wed Eve 
sessions begin after mass, 7:15-8:30pm. ALL are 
welcome to attend and learn more about this topic. For 
more information, contact Christina Semmens, 603-0225, 
csemmens@stjohnbchurch.org.   
 
Summer Fare begins Wed, June 3rd !       
Throughout June and July, parishioners are invited to 
gather after the 6:30pm Wednesday eve mass to share 
and grow in their faith while discussing the Sunday 
readings. ALL are welcome.  Information flyers are 
available in the vestibule, or contact Christina Semmens, 
603-0225, csemmens@stjohnbchurch.org. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

VBS 
June 15‐19, 2009 (9‐Noon) 

 

NEW THIS YEAR! 
Go to www.stjohnbchurch.org and click on VBS to register 
your children on‐line and drop off your payment by the 

Church office or in the collection plate at Mass.  Make checks 
payable to St. John’s Church.   

Cost is $20 per child (includes t‐shirt)! 
 

(Please considering volunteering)! 
 

Contact, Tandra Lavallee at 722‐7929 Ext. 109! For more  
Information go to vbs@stjohnbchurch.org 

 

School Highlights 
♦ Benefit Gala 2009 update: 

Special thanks to gala chairs 
Michelle Kloske and Marita 
Durham who, with the help of 
over 100 parent volunteers, put 
on a fantastic event at the VBC 
this year. Because of their 
tireless efforts, we are proud to 
announce that the  Benefit Gala 
raised over $59,000 for St. John’s School! Proceeds 
from the gala will help sustain, improve and expand 
programs in all areas. Many, many thanks to our 
parish community for supporting this wonderful 
event!  

 
♦ It’s not too late to register for the ‘09-’10 school 

year! Openings are still available in some classes. 
For more information or to schedule a tour, call 
the school at 722-0772. Come and discover the 
many wonderful things a Catholic education has 
to offer! 
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