
 

 

Councils, Commissions & Committees 
 
 
Councils    Point of Contact  Phone 

Pastoral Council   Kora Davis   716-0646 
Finance Council   Annette Gass  721-5608 

St John’s School   Sherry Lewis, Principal 722-0772 
School Board   Desireé Possel  772-2409 
PTO    Betsy Lashley  722-0772 
Education Foundation  John Simmons  772-8344 

Liturgy Commission   Tom Szoka    
Sacristan   Rose Basinski  430-0423 
Ushers    Joey Pharo   658-0540 
Lectors    Kevin Healy   509-1499 
Special Ministers of Holy Communion  Peggy Shirley  430-0587 
Music Ministry   Andrew Tygielski  772-4028 
Altar Servers   James Clark  837-9407 
Children’s Liturgy of the Word  Cheri Furno   772-0449 
Arts and Environment Committee  Thea Schouten  895-0866 
Eucharistic Adoration   Maura Edwards  837-0385 
Intercessory Prayer Group  Miguel Rodriguez  464-5866 
Wedding Coordinator   Kim Balzer   464-5270 

Total Faith Formation Commission 
Religious Education (Pre-K-8th grade) Tandra Lavallee  722-9398 
Sacramental Preparation  Tandra Lavallee  722-9398 
Adult Faith Formation Team  Christina Semmens  603-0225 
RCIA    Christina Semmens  603-0225 
Adult Education   Christina Semmens  603-0225 
Bereavement Ministry     
Religious Goods Store  Kay Lawler   325-3256 
Tues Morning Bible Study  Lynne Downs  830-9425 

     Women Sharing the Word  Sharon Boirun      890-4000 
     Mother’s Ministry   Sinead Turner  417-8886 

Married Fellowship   Gene & Lynne Downs  830-9425 
Mommy and Me   Gricelda Benfield  722-9515 
Men’s Group   Eric Hawkes  325-7282 
Small Faith Sharing Communities  Terry Trinko   325-3259 
Ladybug Rosary Group  Rita Nieves   325-3121 

Youth Commission 
High School (HSYM)   Greg Thompson  325-7596 
Jr. High School (JRYM)  Greg Thompson  325-7596 
4th-6th Grade (PTYM)   Greg Thompson  325-7596  
XLT Scripture Group   Greg Thompson  325-7596 
Pop Warner Football   Steve Koubek  726-8723 
Scouting:   Girl Scouts: Joan Kammer 837-5572; Troop 350 Jim Hauser 726-0372 
 Cub Pack 350: Mike Fazah 722-9614  Venture 007: David Abell 830-2779 
 Ship 42: Greg Thomas 772-1968  

Parish Life Commission      
Women’s Club   Betty Frank   325-5600 
Funeral Receptions   Cathy Kucera  325-1409 
Care & Compassion (Meals to the Sick) Robin Kutsor  721-0422 
50+ Ministry   Ann Marie Crosswhite  726-9204 
Hispanic Ministry   Miguel Rodriguez  464-5866 
Singles & Single Again  See Parish Website   
Welcome Committee   Denise Shrontz   971-1363 
Social Concerns Commission     
Social Justice Committee     
Interfaith Mission Service (IMS)  Jane Davis   233-8928 
Disciples for Life   Anne Bauer Jenkins  890-0445 
Habitat for Humanity   Wayne Sovocool  722-8073 
Meals on Wheels (MOW)  Blanche Irby  461-0399 
The Giving Tree   Sue McConnell  230-6714 
CASA    Monette Gordon  772-0022 

Facilities and Grounds Commission  
     Building (Future) Committee  John Shrontz  971-1363 

Landscaping and Grounds Committee Barbara Machnica  722-0130 
Maintenance Committee 

Communication Commission  Irene Garroppo  830-5989 
Communications Committee  Irene Garroppo  830-5989 
Newsletter Committee (occasional) Denise Lehman  721-0613 
Website Committee   Robyn Crochet  859-7160 

Other Organizations and Ministries 
Knights of Columbus   Danny Garcia  721-9938 
St Vincent de Paul    Gene Wrobel  837-7133 
Marriage Encounter   John & Teresa Simmons  772-8344 
Cursillo Ultreya   John Kutsor   721-0422 
Legion of Mary   Chris Sharp   461-0602 
Junior Legion of Mary  Wayne Bordelon  830-9464 

Registration Forms and Welcome Packets can be picked up at the 
Welcome Center, located in the church vestibule, before or after 
weekend masses, or stop by the parish office during the week. 
 

The parish offices of the church are located in the Parish Administrative 
Building, located adjacent to the Church.  Offices are open Monday to 
Friday from 8:00am to 4:00pm. 
 

Membership at St. John’s is usually determined by: 

• Registration at the parish for at least six months; 
• Attendance at Mass every weekend; 
• Use of your financial stewardship envelopes; 
• Where possible, participation in at least one parish ministry, 

activity, program or organization. 
 

Active membership status is required to serve on parish councils and 
commissions and to have parishioner status at St. John’s School. 
 

Baptisms: Parents must attend a formation session prior to scheduling a 
baptism.  Baptism preparation classes are held the 2nd Sunday of each 
month at 10:00am in the All Purpose Room.  
 

Holy Communion for Sick or Homebound: Hospitals and nursing 
homes do not notify the parish or reveal names of patients due to 
confidentiality laws. Please call the parish to arrange visitation. 
 

Weddings: Arrangements must be made at least six months before the 
wedding.  Couples must complete a marriage preparation program. 
Contact the church office with queries. 

Parish Staff 
Phone 722-0130 / Fax 722-0303 

Rectory -  Emergencies only, please  895-9745 
Pastor 
 
Asst. Priest in Residence 
 
Pastoral Associate 
 
Deacon 
 
Deacon 
 
Deacon 
 

School Principal 
 
Youth Ministry 
 
Music Director 
 
Office Administrator 
 
Financial Secretary 
 
Administrative Assistant 
 
Nursery Coordinator 
 

Building Security 
 

Master of all Trades 

Fr. Philip O’Kennedy 
  frphil@stjohnbchurch.org  
Fr. Mark Spruill 
  frmark@stjohnbchurch.org  
Sr. Virginia Rohling, OSB 
  svrohling@stjohnbchurch.org  
Rev. Mr. Dan Laurita 
  deacondan@stjohnbchurch.org  
Rev. Mr. Darrell Diem 
  deacondarrell@stjohnbchurch.org  
Rev. Mr. Skip Graffagnini 
 

Mrs. Sherry Lewis 
  slewis@stjohnb.com  
Greg Thompson 
  gthompson@stjohnbchurch.org  
Andrew Tygielski 
  atygielski@stjohnbchurch.org  
Terry Hecker 
  thecker@stjohnbchurch.org  
Judy Berkowitz 
  jberkowitz@stjohnbchurch.org  
Alice Cislo 
  acislo@stjohnbchurch.org  
Elizabeth Servidio 
 

Gary Pietrzyk 
 

Bill Moeller 
 

722-0130 
 
722-0130 
 
722-8590 
 
230-6474 
 
722-7929 
   x353 
464-7262 
 

722-0772 
 
325-7596 
 
772-4028 
 
722-7929 
   x100 
722-7929 
   x101 
722-7929 
   x108 
722-0130 
 

722-0130 
 

722-0130 

Total Faith Formation: 
Tandra Lavallee 
   tlavallee@stjohnbchurch.org  
Greg Thompson 
   gthompson@stjohnbchurch.org  
Christina Semmens 
  csemmens@stjohnbchurch.org  

722-7929 
   x109 
325-7596 
 
722-7929 
   x102 

PreK-8th 

 
High School, 9-12th 

 
Adults 



I am the vine,  
you are the branches. 

~John 15:9-17 

Readings for the Week May 10 - May 17 
Acts 9:26-31   Ps 22:26-27,28,30,31-32   1 Jn 3:18-24   Jn 15:1-8  
Acts 14:5-18   Ps 115:1-5,15-16   Jn 14:21-26 
Acts 14:19-28   Ps 145:10-13ab,21   Jn 14:27-31a 
Acts 15:1-6   Ps 122:1-5   Jn 15:1-8    
Acts 1:15-17,20-26   Ps 113:1-8    Jn 15:9-17 
Acts 15:22-31   Ps 57:8-12   Jn 15:12-17 
Acts 16:1-10   Ps 100:2,3,5   Jn 15:18-21 
Acts 10:25-26,34-35,44-48   Ps 98:1-4   1 Jn 4:7-10   Jn 15:9-17 

Sunday: 
Monday: 
Tuesday: 
Wednesday: 
Thursday 
Friday: 
Saturday: 
Sunday: 

Charles Adams 
Anita Arenas 
Tracy Billingsley 
Josephine Boaz 
Paula Butler 
Lois Chandler 
Tricia Claus 
Robert Creed 
Rebecca DeSpain 
Frank Dugan 
Fr. Jim Fitzgerald 
Betty Frank 
Gloria Hophan 

Lan Hopkins 
Bob Hyland 
Catherine Jordan 
Patrick Karigan 
Michael J. Kennedy 
Albert Kerstiens 
Loretta Kerstiens 
Yoshiha Lessor 
Raymond Machnica 
Joan Merriman 
Dan Merriman 
John Milewicz 
Michael Moxley 

Mark Richards 
Joyce Rigsby 
Sandy Scheiffer 
Stephanie Schultz 
Marcella Szymanski 
Jake Vallone 
Charles Warminski 
Frank Wessling 
Charles White 
Cathy Wright 
Aileen Yates 

IN OUR DAILY PRAYERS 
We continue to pray for those who are ill: 

Sunday, May 10, 2009 - 5th Sunday of Easter 

BULLETIN ANNOUNCEMENTS:  Please send all bulletin 
announcements to Terry Hecker at thecker@stjohnBchurch.org.  
Submissions are due each Friday by 9:00am. 

Sunday, May 17:Baccalaureate Sunday 
7:00am 
8:30am 
9:30am 

11:30am 
3:00pm 
4:00pm 
5:30pm 
6:30pm 

Mass 
Mass 

 
Mass 

 
 

Mass 

Intention: For All Parishioners Living and Deceased 
Intention:  Bob Stephens g 
Baccalaureate Breakfast (SG) 
Intention:  William Schuer g 
JRYM (YR) 
Newcomers’ Reception (PH) 
Intention:  Josephine Marcheschi g 
HSYM (YR) 

Tuesday,  May 12 

Monday, May 11 

7:00am 
8:30am 

10:00am 
11:30am 
5:30pm 
6:30pm 

Mass 
Mass 

 
Mass 
Mass 

Intention: For All Parishioners Living and Deceased 
Intention:  Fr. Ted Hill g 
Baptism Preparation Class (APR) 
Intention:  John Lawson g 
Intention:  Elaine Kirchoff g 
HSYM (YR) 

8:30am 
6:30pm 
7:00pm 

Mass 
 
 

Intention: Alma Steimle g 
Liturgy Meeting (CCR) 
AA Meeting (APR) 

Friday, May 15 

Thursday, May 14 

Wednesday,  May 13 

Saturday, May 16 

8:30am 
12:00pm 
3:00pm 
6:00pm 

Mass 
 
 

Intention: Flordeliza Soriano g 
Women’s Cursillo (PL) 
Brownie Troop 143 (APR) 
Boy Scout Training (PH) 

6:15am 
6:45am 
8:00am 
8:30am 
9:15am 
6:30pm 
6:30pm 
7:00pm 
7:00pm 
7:00pm 

Mass 
 
 

Mass 
 
 
 

Intention: Hahn Nguyen g 
Men’s Cursillo Reunion (PL) 
Ladybug Rosary (C) 
Intention: Myrtle & Pete Breithaupt g 
Tuesday AM Scripture Study (APR) 
Intercessory Prayer Group (MPR) 
Scout Leaders Meeting (PL) 
SVDP (APR) 
Catechist Meeting 
Sunday PM Choir Practice (CHR) 

6:15am 
8:30am 
9:00am 
6:30pm 
7:15pm 
7:15pm 
7:30pm 

 
Mass 

 
Mass 

Women’s Cursillo Reunion (PL) 
Intention:  Charles Schuer g 
Women Sharing the Word Bible Study (APR) 
Intention:  Christine Reisel g 
Sunday AM Choir Practice (CHR) 
XLT High School Scripture Study (YR) 
Theology of the Body (PH) 

7:30am 
8:30am 
3:30pm 
5:30pm 
6:30pm 

 
 
 

Mass 

Boy Scout Training (PH/APR/CHR) 
Legion of Mary (APR) 
Confessions (until 5:00pm) 
Intention:  Fr. Thomas Schnurr, OSB g 
50+ Group Pot Luck (PH) 

8:30am 
9:00am 
6:00pm 
6:00pm 
6:00pm 
6:30pm 
7:15pm 
7:15pm 

Mass 
 
 
 
 

Mass 

Intention:  Minh Dinh g 
Mother’s Ministry (PH) 
Mothers’ Ministry (APR) 
Knight’s Rosary for Vocations (C) 
Confessions (until 6:20pm) 
Intention:  Salih Pandi g 
4th Degree (PH) 
Saturday PM Choir Practice (CHR) 

Saturday, May 9 
5:30pm Mass Intention:  Fr. Thomas Schnurr, OSB g 

Sunday, May 10: Mother’s Day 

Schedule at a Glance 

(APR) All Purpose Rm.  
(C) Church  
(CCR) Church Conference Rm. 
(CHR) Choir Room 
(KC) Knights of Columbus Rm. 

(MPR) Mini Purpose Rm. 
(PH) Parish Hall 
(PL)  Parish Hall Library 
(S)    School 
(SC) School Cafeteria 

(SCR) School Conference Rm.   
(SG) School Gym 
(SL) School Library 
(YR) Youth Rm.    

Offertory 
May 2/3 
Year to Date 2009 
 

Building Fund 
May 2/3 
Year to Date 2009  

Donations  
$23,506.43 
$500,516.08 

 

Donations 
$13,399.95 
$233,529.22 

2009 Goal 
    $28,846 wkly 

    $1,500,000  yrly 
 

2009  Goal 
$11,538 wkly 
$600,000  yrly 

FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP 

Thank you for using your envelopes. 



 

 

Around the Faith Community 
Sacramental Life  

BAPTISMS: On the second Sunday of each month Deacon 
Dan Laurita conducts a Baptismal Preparation class which 
meets  in the All Purpose Room at 10:00AM.   In order to 
have  a  child baptized  at  St.  John’s, parents need  to be 
registered members of St. John’s and attend the Baptism 
class.  The next class is scheduled for today, May 10th.  

Parish Life 

“Whoever remains in me and I in him will bear much fruit…” 
You must have Him in your marriage if you want it to bear 
much fruit. The next Worldwide Marriage Encounter 
Weekends are June 5-7 in Cullman, AL; August 21-23 in 
Huntsville, AL; October 2-4 in Nashville, TN and November 6-
8 in Cullman, AL.  Dates fill fast, early registration is 
recommended.  For more information visit our website at: 
wwmealabama.org or call (800) 540-WWME (9963). 

CATHOLIC ENGAGED ENCOUNTER: Upcoming Dates for Catholic 
Engaged Encounter (CEE) are: May 15-17, and June 12-14.   These 
weekends are held at the Benedictine Sisters Retreat Center in 
Cullman, AL.. Visit www.engagedencounter.org for more information. 

Social Concerns 

Pot Pourri 

CURSILLO: Finding it difficult in today’s world to live out your faith?  
The Cursillo Movement offers the tools, mentality, strength, and 
support to live a fuller Christian life.  The next Women's Cursillo 
weekend will be held May 21-24, 2009 at the Sacred Heart 
Monastery in Cullman.  For further information contact Mary Ellen 
Roberts at 256-721-5563.  

Trip to the Holy Land - Spring 2010: Deacon Dan is putting 
together some preliminary plans to take a group to the Holy 
Land in Spring of 2010.  If you would be interested in 
participating or learning more, please contact Deacon Dan 
through email at deacondan@stjohnbchurch.org 

The Baccalaureate Mass and Breakfast Sunday May 17th at 
the 8:30am Mass. This celebration is for our young 
parishioners graduating from high school and their families. 
The breakfast, to be held in the gym following Mass, is hosted 
by St. John's Youth Ministry with support from the Knights of 
Columbus. Please return RSVP FORM AVAILABLE IN 
THE VESTIBULE OR ONLINE by Sunday May 10th. 

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL PANTRY NEEDS HELP:  We are 
in desperate need of the following items: pancake mix, syrup, 
flour, applesauce, canned fruit, cooking oil, whole/diced 
tomatoes, shampoo & conditioner, deodorant, paper towels, 
toilet paper, mustard, jelly, ketchup, hamburger/tuna helper and 
popcorn. If you can help us with these items put them in the 
back of the church near the Religious Articles store or in the 
church hall on the pew next to the SVDP pantry.  It is only 
through the generosity of our parishioners and the Vincentian 
volunteers that enable St. Vincent de Paul to continue to serve 
the less fortunate in our community.  

50+ POT LUCK – Over 50 – come on down to the Parish 
Hall after the 5:30 p.m. Mass on Saturday, May 16, 2009 
and join us for our International-themed Pot Luck.  Just 
bring a dish to serve about 10 people.  RSVP to Ann 
Marie Crosswhite at 726-9204 to let her know you’ll be 
there and/or for more information.   

There will be a Rosary Prayed in Spanish in the Church at 
6:30 P.M. on May 22nd with a Pot Luck social to follow in the 
Parish Hall.  If you have any questions, please call Miguel 
Rodriguez at 464-5866.   
 

La Paroquia va tener un rosario en espanol en la iglesia a las 
6:30 P.M. el 22 de Mayo y depues vamos a tener comida para 
compartir in el salon.  Si tiene unas prejuntas llama a Miguel 
Rodriguez a 464-5866. 

The St. John Vianny Residence for Retired Priests:  Bishop 
Baker is launching a direct mail campaign.  Each household 
will receive a letter from him, a brochure about the project, a 
pledge card and return envelope.  He has designated the 
weekends of May 2nd and 3rd, and May 9th and 10th for this 
campaign.  Bishop Baker is asking each family to return their 
pledge card either to the parish or by direct mail to the Diocese. 

St. John’s Vacation Bible School 
June 15 - 19 

Visit www.stjohbchurch.org 
and click on the VBS link to volunteer, register 
your child(ren) and find out the latest information! 

The Drama Department presents Cinderella, by Rodgers and 
Hammerstein, on May 15 and 16 at the school’s auditorium. 
Performances include 7 p.m. on both Friday and Saturday and a 2 
p.m. matinee on Saturday. Tickets, available at the door, are $10 for 
adults and $8 for students and children. For more information, email 
madams@chsfalcons.org or call the school at (256) 430-1760. 

 

The Music Department presents its final concert on Monday, May 18, 
at 7 p.m., in the school’s auditorium. The Concert Choir, directed by 
DeKarlos Blackmon, and the Concert Band, led by Bruce Zeiger, will 
perform. There is no admission charge. For more information, please 
call 256.430.1760. 

Catholic High School News 

Our next Newcomers’ Reception will be on Sunday, 
May 17, at 4:00pm in the Parish Hall.  If you have joined 
our parish in the last few months, please plan to attend 
this reception! 

Upcoming Youth Protection Classes 
These classes are required for all adults and high school 

students  who volunteer with the youth of our parish. 
This training must be renewed every 3 years. 

Adult Class 
5/20/09   6-8pm    St. Mary of the Visitation    RSVP: 536-6349 
6/07/09 12:30-2:30pm Good Shepherd    RSVP: 882-1945 

Teen Class 
5/17/09   1-3pm    Holy Spirit Church              RSVP: 345-8894 



 

 

Adult Education and Spirituality 
Christina Semmens, 603-0225 

csemmens@stjohnbchurch.org 

Youth Faith Formation 
Greg Thompson 

gthompson@stjohnbchurch.org 

Religious Education 
Tandra Lavallee, DRE 

religioused@stjohnbchurch.org 

St. John’s School 
Sherry Lewis, Principal 
slewis@stjohnb.com 

Happy Easter! 

 
 

May 10th  Bring Your Mom! 
     JRYM: MOM’s Garden Party at the Youth Room. 
     HSYM: Bring MOM to the Applebees in Madison 
         after the 5:30pm Mass 
 

May 17th  Baccalaureate Mass/Breakfast 8:30am 
     PTYM “Water Day”! 12:45pm 
     JRYM 8th Grade “Thank You Party” 3pm 
     HSYM Senior Appreciation Night 6:45pm 
 

May 24th  No Youth Group Meetings 
 
 

The Baccalaureate Mass and Breakfast Sunday May 17th at 
the 8:30am Mass. This celebration is for our young 
parishioners graduating from high school and their families. 
The breakfast, to be held in the gym following Mass, is hosted 
by St. John's Youth Ministry with support from the Knights of 
Columbus. Please return RSVP FORM AVAILABLE IN 
THE VESTIBULE OR ONLINE by TODAY Sunday May 
10th. 
 
 

COMING SOON:  
THE ANNUAL JRYM/HSYM SIX FLAGS TRIP! 

All adult education and spirituality groups will 
continue to meet as scheduled, but check email 
and church website (www.stjohnbchurch.org) for 
updates. 
 
Year of Paul Activities 
     The Bishop Baker YOP Scripture Reading Challenge 
assignment for this week is: Letter to Philemon.  
       
Sun Morn and Wed Eve Adult Ed in May—
Christopher West Theology of the Body DVD series   
Beginning this Sunday and Wednesday, (May 3rd and May 6th 
respectively), Christopher West’s DVD series on Theology of the 
Body: Discovering the Master Plan for Your Life will be 
presented and discussed in the parish hall. Sunday morning  
sessions will be from 10:05-11:15am and Wed Eve sessions will 
begin after mass, 7:15-8:30pm. ALL are welcome to attend and 
learn more about this topic. For more information, contact 
Christina Semmens, 603-0225, csemmens@stjohnbchurch.org.   
 
Summer Fare returns on Wed, June 3rd after Mass!       
Start planning for the summer now! Beginning June 3rd and 
continuing on each Wednesday evening after the 6:30pm mass 
through June and July, parishioners will have an opportunity to 
gather with their fellow parishioners to eat, share and grow in 
their faith while discussing the Sunday readings. ALL are 
welcome to attend. More information coming soon! 

 

 
 

Loving God, as a mother gives life and nourishment 
to her children, so you watch over your Church.  

Bless these women, that they may be 
strengthened as Christian Mothers.  Let the 

example of their faith and love shine forth.  Grant 
that we, their sons and daughters, may honor   

                       them always with profound respect.   
 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 
 

VBS will be the week of June 15th.  Remember that volunteers 
in High School or older mush take Youth Protection Training 

every 3 years. 
 

 Teen Protection Training (9‐12 grades) Dates in area 
Holy Spirit – May 17 1:00 to 3:00 

Annunciation, Decatur – June 2 6:00 to 8:00 
St. Paul, Athens – June 14 1:00 to 3:00 

 

Youth Protection I  for 18 and older – Dates in area 
Visitation – May 20 6:00 – 8:00 

Good Shepherd – June 7 12:30 – 2:30 
St. Paul, Athens – June 14 4:00 – 6:00  

♦ Incoming Kindergarten and “New to St. John’s” parents: 
Avoid school supply shopping this summer...Schoolkidz 
school supply kits can now be ordered for the ‘09-’10 school 
year. All order forms and payments must be received by 
May 11th.This will be the only opportunity to order these 
convenient kits so don’t delay! For more information, visit 
the PTO website at www.stjohnclubs.org/pto. 

♦ The Used Uniform sale is coming! Consignor’s drop-off day 
is Tuesday, May 26th in the Youth Room. Shop for uniforms 
May 27th from 8am-3:30pm and May 28th from 8am-9:30am.  

Congratulations 6TH Grade Math Team! 
Seven of our 6th grade math team members 
traveled to Randolph on April 25th and 
brought home the fifth place team trophy for 
their division.  We especially congratulate 
Jonathan Rice, who placed sixth in the overall 
individual competition.  Way to Go, Math 
Team! 

  
Upcoming Events 

♦ May 11—PTO Meeting, 6:30pm 
♦ May 15—5th-8th Grade Athletic Banquet, 6:00pm 

♦ May 16—Sports Physicals, 8am-12pm 

Mark Your Calendars... 
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