
 

 

Councils, Commissions & Committees 
 
 
Councils    Point of Contact  Phone 

Pastoral Council   Kora Davis   716-0646 
Finance Council   Annette Gass  721-5608 

St John’s School   Sherry Lewis, Principal 722-0772 
School Board   Desireé Possel  772-2409 
PTO    Betsy Lashley  722-0772 
Education Foundation  John Simmons  772-8344 

Liturgy Commission   Bernard Acker  721-6922  
Sacristan   Rose Basinski  430-0423 
Ushers    Joey Pharo   658-0540 
Lectors    Kevin Healy   509-1499 
Special Ministers of Holy Communion  Peggy Shirley  430-0587 
Music Ministry   Andrew Tygielski  772-4028 
Altar Servers   James Clark  837-9407 
Children’s Liturgy of the Word  Cheri Furno   772-0449 
Arts and Environment Committee  Thea Schouten  895-0866 
Eucharistic Adoration   Maura Edwards  837-0385 
Intercessory Prayer Group  Miguel Rodriguez  464-5866 
Wedding Coordinator   Kim Balzer   464-5270 

Total Faith Formation Commission 
Religious Education (Pre-K-8th grade) Tandra Lavallee  722-9398 
Sacramental Preparation  Tandra Lavallee  722-9398 
Adult Faith Formation Team  Christina Semmens  603-0225 
RCIA    Christina Semmens  603-0225 
Adult Education   Christina Semmens  603-0225 
Bereavement Ministry     
Religious Goods Store  Kay Lawler   325-3256 
Tues Morning Bible Study  Lynne Downs  830-9425 

     Women Sharing the Word  Sharon Boirun      890-4000 
     Mother’s Ministry   Sinead Turner  417-8886 

Married Fellowship   Gene & Lynne Downs  830-9425 
Mommy and Me   Gricelda Benfield  722-9515 
Men’s Group   Eric Hawkes  325-7282 
Small Faith Sharing Communities  Terry Trinko   325-3259 
Ladybug Rosary Group  Rita Nieves   325-3121 

Youth Commission 
High School (HSYM)   Greg Thompson  325-7596 
Jr. High School (JRYM)  Greg Thompson  325-7596 
4th-6th Grade (PTYM)   Greg Thompson  325-7596  
XLT Scripture Group   Greg Thompson  325-7596 
Pop Warner Football   Steve Koubek  726-8723 
Scouting:   Girl Scouts: Joan Kammer 837-5572; Troop 350 Jim Hauser 726-0372 
 Cub Pack 350: Mike Fazah 722-9614  Venture 007: David Abell 830-2779 
 Ship 42: Greg Thomas 772-1968  

Parish Life Commission      
Women’s Club   Betty Frank   325-5600 
Funeral Receptions   Cathy Kucera  325-1409 
Care & Compassion (Meals to the Sick) Robin Kutsor  721-0422 
50+ Ministry   Ann Marie Crosswhite  726-9204 
Hispanic Ministry   Miguel Rodriguez  464-5866 
Singles & Single Again  See Parish Website   
Welcome Committee   Denise Shrontz   971-1363 
Social Concerns Commission     
Social Justice Committee     
Interfaith Mission Service (IMS)  Jane Davis   233-8928 
Disciples for Life   Anne Bauer Jenkins  890-0445 
Habitat for Humanity   Wayne Sovocool  722-8073 
Meals on Wheels (MOW)  Blanche Irby  461-0399 
The Giving Tree   Sue McConnell  230-6714 
CASA    Monette Gordon  772-0022 

Facilities and Grounds Commission  
     Building (Future) Committee  John Shrontz  971-1363 

Landscaping and Grounds Committee Barbara Machnica  722-0130 
Maintenance Committee 

Communication Commission  Irene Garroppo  830-5989 
Communications Committee  Irene Garroppo  830-5989 
Newsletter Committee (occasional) Denise Lehman  721-0613 
Website Committee   Robyn Crochet  859-7160 

Other Organizations and Ministries 
Knights of Columbus   Danny Garcia  721-9938 
St Vincent de Paul    Gene Wrobel  837-7133 
Marriage Encounter   John & Teresa Simmons  772-8344 
Cursillo Ultreya   John Kutsor   721-0422 
Legion of Mary   Chris Sharp   461-0602 
Junior Legion of Mary  Wayne Bordelon  830-9464 

Registration Forms and Welcome Packets can be picked up at the 
Welcome Center, located in the church vestibule, before or after 
weekend masses, or stop by the parish office during the week. 
 

The parish offices of the church are located in the Parish Administrative 
Building, located adjacent to the Church.  Offices are open Monday to 
Friday from 8:00am to 4:00pm. 
 

Membership at St. John’s is usually determined by: 

• Registration at the parish for at least six months; 
• Attendance at Mass every weekend; 
• Use of your financial stewardship envelopes; 
• Where possible, participation in at least one parish ministry, 

activity, program or organization. 
 

Active membership status is required to serve on parish councils and 
commissions and to have parishioner status at St. John’s School. 
 

Baptisms: Parents must attend a formation session prior to scheduling a 
baptism.  Baptism preparation classes are held the 2nd Sunday of each 
month at 10:00am in the All Purpose Room.  
 

Holy Communion for Sick or Homebound: Hospitals and nursing 
homes do not notify the parish or reveal names of patients due to 
confidentiality laws. Please call the parish to arrange visitation. 
 

Weddings: Arrangements must be made at least six months before the 
wedding.  Couples must complete a marriage preparation program. 
Contact the church office with queries. 

Parish Staff 
Phone 722-0130 / Fax 722-0303 

Rectory -  Emergencies only, please  895-9745 
Pastor 
 
Asst. Priest in Residence 
 
Pastoral Associate 
 
Deacon 
 
Deacon 
 
Deacon 
 

School Principal 
 
Youth Ministry 
 
Music Director 
 
Office Administrator 
 
Financial Secretary 
 
Administrative Assistant 
 
Nursery Coordinator 
 

Building Security 
 

Master of all Trades 

Fr. Philip O’Kennedy 
  frphil@stjohnbchurch.org  
Fr. Mark Spruill 
  frmark@stjohnbchurch.org  
Sr. Virginia Rohling, OSB 
  svrohling@stjohnbchurch.org  
Rev. Mr. Dan Laurita 
  deacondan@stjohnbchurch.org  
Rev. Mr. Darrell Diem 
  deacondarrell@stjohnbchurch.org  
Rev. Mr. Skip Graffagnini 
 

Mrs. Sherry Lewis 
  slewis@stjohnb.com  
Greg Thompson 
  gthompson@stjohnbchurch.org  
Andrew Tygielski 
  atygielski@stjohnbchurch.org  
Terry Hecker 
  thecker@stjohnbchurch.org  
Judy Berkowitz 
  jberkowitz@stjohnbchurch.org  
Alice Cislo 
  acislo@stjohnbchurch.org  
Elizabeth Servidio 
 

Derek Daugherty 
 

Bill Moeller 
 

722-0130 
 
722-0130 
 
722-8590 
 
230-6474 
 
722-7929 
   x353 
464-7262 
 

722-0772 
 
325-7596 
 
772-4028 
 
722-7929 
   x100 
722-7929 
   x101 
722-7929 
   x108 
722-0130 
 

722-0130 
 

722-0130 

Total Faith Formation: 
Tandra Lavallee 
   tlavallee@stjohnbchurch.org  
Greg Thompson 
   gthompson@stjohnbchurch.org  
Christina Semmens 
  csemmens@stjohnbchurch.org  

722-7929 
   x109 
325-7596 
 
722-7929 
   x102 

PreK-8th 

 
High School, 9-12th 

 
Adults 



Truly this man was the Son of God. 
~Mark 14:1 - 15:47 

Readings for the Week April 5 - April 12 
Is 50:4-7   Ps 22:8-9,17-18a,19-20,23-24  Phil 2:6-11  Mk 14:1-15:47  
Is 42:1-7   Ps 27:1-3,13-14   Jn 12:1-11 
Is 49:1-6   Ps 71:1-4a,5-6ab,15,17   Jn 13:21-33,36-38 
Is 50:4-9a   Ps 69:8-10,21bcd-22,31,33-34   Mt 26:14-25 
Ex 12:1-8,11-14   Ps 116:12-13,15-16bc,17-18  1 Cor 11:23-26  Jn 13:1-15 
Is 52:13-53:12  Ps 31:2,6,12-13,15-17,25  Heb 4:14-16;5:7-9 Jn 18:1-19:42 
Gn 1:1-2:2   Ex 14:15-15:1  Is 12:2-3,4bcd,5-6   Rom 6:3-11   Mk 16:1-7 
Acts 10:34a,37-43   Ps 118:1-2,16ab-17,22-23  1 Cor 5:6b-8 Jn 20:1-9 

Sunday: 
Monday: 
Tuesday: 
Wednesday: 
Thursday 
Friday: 
Saturday: 
Sunday: 

David Acker 
Anita Arenas 
Tracy Billingsley 
Josephine Boaz 
Allan Brown 
Paula Butler 
Lois Chandler 
Tricia Claus 
Robert Creed 
Frank Dugan 
Cashton Fielder 
Fr. Jim Fitzgerald 

Gloria Hophan 
Lan Hopkins 
Patrick Karigan 
Michael J. Kennedy 
Albert Kerstiens 
Loretta Kerstiens 
Charlene Kiesler 
Yoshiha Lessor 
Raymond Machnica 
Ron Olsen 
George Patrick 
Bertha Petrina 

Mark Richards 
Joyce Rigsby 
Sandy Scheiffer 
Stephanie Schultz 
Marcella Szymanski 
Lynn Sheets 
Kathlyn Veque 
Baby Isabella Weber 
Charles White 
Cathy Wright 
Aileen Yates 

IN OUR DAILY PRAYERS 
We continue to pray for those who are ill: 

Sunday, April 5, 2009 - Palm Sunday 

Sunday, April 5: Easter Sunday 
7:00am 
9:00am 
9:00am 

11:30am 
11:30am 
5:30pm 

Mass 
Mass 
Mass 
Mass 
Mass 
Mass 

Intention: For All Parishioners Living and Deceased 
Intention: For the Wellbeing of our Country 
Intention: For the Clergy and Religious of the Diocese 
Intention: For Pope Benedict 
Intention: For All New Members of the Church 
Intention: For Bishop Baker’s Intentions 

Tuesday,  April 7 

Saturday, April 4 
5:30pm Mass Intention: Jo Anne Hyland g 

Monday, April 6 

Sunday, April 5: Palm Sunday 
7:00am 
9:00am 

10:00am 
11:30am 

3:00pm 
5:30pm 
6:30pm 

Mass 
Mass 

 
Mass 

 
Mass 

Intention: For All Parishioners Living and Deceased 
Intention: Juliette Dufresne g 
Religious Education for Youth and Adults (S/PH) 
Intention: Roy Sloan g 
JRYM (YR) 
Intention: Ursula Long g 
HSYM (YR) 

8:30am 
9:00am 
6:00pm 
7:00pm 
7:00pm 

 
7:00pm 
8:00pm 

Mass 
 
 

Intention: MR. & Mrs. Binh Nguyeng 
Confessions (C) 
SJS School Board Meeting (SCR) 
Boy Scouts (PH) 
Communal Reconciliation Service (C) 
      (Nursery Available) 
AA Meeting (APR) 
Men’s Group (PL) 

Friday, April 3: Good Friday - Parish Offices Closed 

Thursday, April 9: Holy Thursday - Parish Offices Closing at Noon 

Wednesday,  April 8 

Saturday, April 11: Holy Saturday 

9:00am 
9:15am 
2:00pm 
3:00pm 
7:00pm 

 
 
 

Morning Prayer (C) 
Confessions 
Stations of the Cross (C) 
Confessions (until 5:00pm) 
Passion Service 
      (Nursery Available) 

6:15am 
6:45am 
8:00am 
8:30am 
9:15am 
6:30pm 
7:00pm 
7:00pm 

 

Mass 
 
 

 

Intention: Glen Donoghue g 
Men’s Cursillo Reunion (PL) 
Ladybug Rosary (C) 
Communion Service 
Tuesday AM Scripture Study (APR) 
Intercessory Prayer Group (MPR) 
SVDP (APR) 
Sunday PM Choir Practice (CHR) 
 

6:15am 
8:30am 
9:00am 
9:00am 

10:00am 
3:30pm 
5:15pm 
6:30pm 
7:15pm 
7:15pm 
7:15pm 

 
Mass 

 
 
 
 
 

Mass 

Women’s Cursillo Reunion (PL) 
Intention:  Leo Thoma g 
Confessions (C) 
Women Sharing the Word Bible Study (APR) 
Mommy & Me (PH) 
Children’s Choir (CHR) 
Religious Education for Youth and Adults (S/PH) 
Intention:  Geraldine Beechey g 
RCIA Rehearsal (C / PH) 
Sunday AM Choir Practice (CHR) 
XLT High School Scripture Study (YR) 

9:00am 
12:00pm 
3:00pm 
8:00pm 

 
 
 

Mass 

Morning Prayer (C) 
Blessing of the Easter Foods 
Confessions (until 5:00pm) 
Easter Vigil 

9:00am 
9:15am 
4:00pm 
6:30pm 

 
 
 

Mass 

Morning Prayer (C) 
Confessions 
Confessions (until 6:00pm) 
Mass of the Lord’s Supper 
      (Nursery Available) 

Schedule at a Glance 

(APR) All Purpose Rm.  
(C) Church  
(CCR) Church Conference Rm. 
(CHR) Choir Room 
(KC) Knights of Columbus Rm. 

(MPR) Mini Purpose Rm. 
(PH) Parish Hall 
(PL)  Parish Hall Library 
(S)    School 
(SC) School Cafeteria 

(SCR) School Conference Rm.   
(SG) School Gym 
(SL) School Library 
(YR) Youth Rm.    

Offertory 
March 28/29 
Year to Date 2009 
 

Building Fund 
March 28/29 
Year to Date 2009 
 

Burse Club 
     

Donations  
$25,364.29 
$352,093.11 

 

Donations 
$10,184.31 
$165,341.38 

 

Donations 
$848.00 

2009 Goal 
    $28,846 wkly 

    $1,500,000  yrly 
 

2009  Goal 
$11,538 wkly 
$600,000  yrly 

 

FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP 

Thank you for using your envelopes. 

PLEASE NOTE:  
THERE WILL BE NO NURSERY SERVICE AVAILABLE 

ON EASTER SUNDAY 



 

 

Around the Faith Community 

WEDDING BANNS 
First Banns 

Kristen Cole & Shawn Lee 

Sacramental Life  

Pot Pourri 

Social Concerns 

Parish Life 

What comes next month in addition to April showers, flowers and the 
Tax Man? The Women's Club 22nd Annual Yard Sale!  So, keep cleaning 
out those drawers and closets. You only have a little over 3 weeks to get it 
done!.   Don't forget the garage and attic! We accept almost anything in 
good condition. Keep watching the bulletin for more information on the 
Yard Sale including pickup information for furniture and appliances. 

Have you ever wanted to change the world in some way for the 
better, but didn’t know where to start? Then the JustFaith 
Seminar is for you! On Saturday, April 18th, 2009 from 9am-1pm the 
JustFaith seminar will offer participants an opportunity to explore 
Jesus’ invitation into compassion and how to live our faith in today’s 
complex world as well as broadens the options available to those 
interested in expanding their social ministry efforts. Cost of the event is 
$20. For more information about the seminar, call Christina Semmens, 
256-603-0225, csemmens@stjohnbchurch.org. 

Liturgy 

MEN'S CURSILLO ... Finding it difficult in today’s world to 
live out your faith?  The Cursillo Movement offers the tools, 
mentality, strength, and support to live a fuller Christian life.  
The next Men's Cursillo weekend will be held Apr 30-May 3, 
2009 at the Sacred Heart Monastery in Cullman.  For further 
information contact John Kutsor at 256-721-0422. 

Lunch for Habitat for Humanity Workers:  Once again the 
families of St. John have the opportunity to support our Habitat 
for Humanity effort by providing lunch for the workers on 
April 18th.  The workers appreciate not only the lunch but also 
the support it shows.  If you would like to help by donating 
lunch items such as sandwiches, chips, or desserts, please 
contact Donna Mahieux at 464-9014 or dmahieux@att.net. 

St. Vincent de Paul is searching for a vehicle for an elderly couple 
who was homeless and now living in a rural area.  They are badly in 
need of transportation to get to medical appointments, grocery stores, 
etc. .  If minor repairs are in need, it’s not a problem. If you have a 
vehicle that runs or needs a battery to get it running please call 
JoAnne Seyboth at 325-2908.  We'll provide a tax deduction form so 
you can save money on your 2009 tax return.       

St. John’s Catholic School is in need of an Afterschool Care 
Worker Monday-Friday from 2:50-6:00 pm.  Interested 
individuals should please contact the school office at 722-0772. 

Singles and Singles Again activities are now posted on the 
parish website.  Any adult who is single, divorced or widowed 
is invited to be part of this ministry - regardless of age. This 
recently-formed ministry will attempt to serve a vibrant part of 
our community both socially and spiritually, and help provide 
participants with opportunities for reaching out in service to 
those in need. Visit: http://www.stjohnbchurch.org/Singles.html 
for more information 

Catholic High News 
 

NHS Sponsored Blood Drive: The National Honor Society will host a 
Red Cross Blood Drive on Tuesday, April 28, from 8:30 a.m. to 2 p.m., 
in the school library. All presenting volunteer blood donors will receive 
a free t-shirt and are automatically entered in a drawing for a cruise for 
two, compliments of Holland America or Carnival Cruise Lines. 
Donors please bring a photo ID. The school’s drives owe much of their 
success to the generosity of the Catholic community. Please donate if 
you can, to share what the Red Cross calls “The Gift of Life.” For more 
information, please call (256) 430-1760. 
 

Sixth Annual Falcon Open Golf Tournament:  Monday, May 11, on 
the Robert Trent Jones Golf Trail at the Hampton Cove Golf Course. 
The CHS Falcon Athletic Booster Club hosts this yearly event to 
support all CHS athletic programs by providing team uniforms, balls 
and equipment. The four-man scramble tournament begins at 7 AM 
check-in, with an 8 AM shotgun start. The $125 fee includes lunch, 
goody bags and eligibility for gift drawings. Prizes will be awarded for 
tournament contests. Golfer registration deadline is May 4, 2009; 
register as individuals or in teams. Registration brochures are available 
in parish offices and the CHS lobby. Sponsorships are also available. 
For more information, contact John Zierdt at (256) 426-2943 or Paul 
Tygielski at (256) 656-3648 or call the school at (256) 430-1760.  

POP WARNER/ST.JOHNS FOOTBALL AND CHEERLEADING: It’s that 
time again!  St. Johns Football and Cheerleading Association will be holding in
-person registration for the upcoming 2009 Football and Cheerleading 
season.  Tables will be set up under the school's front entrance on these 
dates: Wednesday, April 15th, after Religious Education and 6:30pm Mass,  
Saturday, April 18th and Sunday, April 19th, after all Masses. For any 
questions, email Keith Johnson, president, at starlightproperties@yahoo.com 
or Nicole Patrick, cheer coordinator, at patrickjer6@bellsouth.net 

The next St. John’s Blood Drive will be held on Saturday, April 18th, from 
9:30 to 2:30.  Due to First Communion activities, the drive will be held in 
the Bloodmobile Bus which will be parked outside the school gym.  Thank 
you for your generosity in the past drives, and thanks in advance for your 
continued dedication to this most worthwhile community service.   

50+ GROUP MASS/LUNCH/BINGO – Plan to join us for a 
special Mass on Thursday, April 16, at 11:30 a.m.  Then come 
downstairs and share lunch with your fellow parishioners before 
indulging in a few friendly games of Bingo!  This month the menu 
is Chef’s Salad, bread, dessert, and beverages.  However, if you 
prefer, you are welcome to bring your own lunch.  We’ll play 
about 10 games of Bingo.  The prizes are small but we have a lot 
of fun.  Plan to share some good food, fun, and fellowship.  Please 
call Ann Marie Crosswhite at 726-9204 for more information and 
to let her know you’ll be there so we know how much salad to 
prepare.  Hope to see you there!!  Holy Thursday, April 9th 

Mass of the Lord’s Supper - 7:00pm 
Good Friday, April 10th 

Stations of the Cross - 2:00pm      Passion Service - 7:00pm 
Holy Saturday, April 11th 

Easter Vigil - 8:00pm 
Easter Sunday, April 12th 

Masses at 7:00am, 9:00am (Church and Gym),  
11:30am (Church and Gym), 5:30pm 



 

 

Adult Education and Spirituality 
Christina Semmens, 603-0225 

csemmens@stjohnbchurch.org 

Youth Faith Formation 
Greg Thompson 

gthompson@stjohnbchurch.org 

Religious Education 
Tandra Lavallee, DRE 

religioused@stjohnbchurch.org 

St. John’s School 
Sherry Lewis, Principal 
slewis@stjohnb.com 

MAY YOU HAVE A DEEPLY MOVING AND 
PROFOUNDLY BLESSED HOLY WEEK… 
 
Year of Paul Activities 
     The Bishop Baker YOP Scripture Reading Challenge 
assignment for this week is: Read Timothy 3-4.  
      Deacon Dan’s final discussion on the 101 Q&A on Paul—
Paul’s Legacy will be Sunday, April 26th in the parish hall from 
10:05-11:05am. All are welcome to attend.  
 
No “Lenten Journey with St Paul” groups this week  
Groups are NOT meeting this week to fully participate in Holy Week 
and Easter activities. Sessions resume next week with discussion 
on Section 5—Holy Orders of Fr. Pacwa’s St. Paul book.    
      
Sun Morn Adult Ed—Lenten Journey with St Paul 
Sun Morning Adult Ed is meeting THIS WEEK (Apr 5) from 
10:30-11:15 am in the Parish Hall. This week discussion will be 
on Section 5 in Fr. Pacwa’s book, St Paul. THERE WILL BE NO 
SESSION ON EASTER SUNDAY (Apr 12). 
 
Wed Eve (Apologetics)—No session  this week  
There will be NO Wed Eve (Apologetics) this Wed (Apr 8th) due 
to Holy Week. Wed Eve will resume next week (Apr 15th) from 
5:20-6:20pm in the Parish Hall with discussion about the 
sacrament of Holy Orders. All are welcome.         

 

Almighty and everlasting God, in your tender love 
towards us you sent your Son to take our nature 
upon him, and to suffer death upon the cross; 

grant that we may follow the example of his great 
humility and share in his glorious resurrection; 

through him who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God now and forever.  Amen! 

 
NEEDED! 

 
Volunteers to help with serving at the First 

Communion Receptions on  
April 18th (10:00 AM and 2:00 PM)! 

 
COMING SOON! 

 
First Communion practices will be on 

Tuesday, April 14.  The 10:00 AM service 
practice will be at 6:00 PM and the 2:00 
PM service practice will be at 7:15 PM. 

Holy Week 2009... 
 
April 5th  JRYM 3:00-5:00pm 
  HSYM 6:45-8:30pm  
 
In the Next Few Weeks: No groups meet on Easter 
Sunday!  All three groups PTYM (12:45pm), JRYM 
(3:00pm) and HSYM (6:45pm) meet on April 19th to 
celebrate Easter! 
 
Our SJYM Lenten Project: Help support SJYM 
support the American Cancer Society’s Relay for Life… 
BUY COOKIES from a JRYM or HSYM awesome St. 
John’s Youth! 
 
St. John’s Confirmation: All Candidates will be 
gathering and taking their Confirmation Test TODAY 
April 5th at 9:45am in the School Cafeteria!  We’ll be 
off for Easter Sunday and then resume class on 4/15 and 
4/19 with a session on “Stewardship”.  The 
Confirmation Rehearsal is Monday 4/20 at 6:30pm and 
Confirmation is Tuesday at 6:30pm, both in the Church. 

Each year, students from St. John’s participate 
in a Diocesan Religion Scholars’ Bowl in 
Birmingham. Participants from St. John’s 
were Maria Rakoczy, Katherine Koons, 

Hannah White, Jenny Jenkins, Joseph 
Kerstiens and William Hardin, with Zach 

Clarke as Scorekeeper. They represented our school 
extremely well during the days’ events, which included a 
written exam, an oral round and presentation of a gospel 
play. It was a great opportunity for these students to 
celebrate their faith in fellowship with others from the 
diocese. 
 

Upcoming Events 
 

♦ April 9—  Holy Thursday , 1:00 dismissal 
♦ April 10-13— Easter Holiday, no school 

♦ April 30 & May 2— Drama Club presents “Beauty 
and the Beast” 

School Highlights 
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