
 

 

Councils, Commissions & Committees 
 
 
Councils    Point of Contact  Phone 

Pastoral Council   Kora Davis   716-0646 
Finance Council   Annette Gass  721-5608 

St John’s School   Sherry Lewis, Principal 722-0772 
School Board   Desireé Possel  772-2409 
PTO    Betsy Lashley  722-0772 
Education Foundation  John Simmons  772-8344 

Liturgy Commission   Bernard Acker  721-6922  
Sacristan   Rose Basinski  430-0423 
Ushers    Joey Pharo   658-0540 
Lectors    Kevin Healy   509-1499 
Special Ministers of Holy Communion  Peggy Shirley  430-0587 
Music Ministry   Andrew Tygielski  772-4028 
Altar Servers   James Clark  837-9407 
Children’s Liturgy of the Word  Cheri Furno   772-0449 
Arts and Environment Committee  Thea Schouten  895-0866 
Eucharistic Adoration   Maura Edwards  837-0385 
Intercessory Prayer Group  Miguel Rodriguez  464-5866 
Wedding Coordinator   Kim Balzer   464-5270 

Total Faith Formation Commission 
Religious Education (Pre-K-8th grade) Tandra Lavallee  722-9398 
Sacramental Preparation  Tandra Lavallee  722-9398 
Adult Faith Formation Team  Christina Semmens  603-0225 
RCIA    Christina Semmens  603-0225 
Adult Education   Christina Semmens  603-0225 
Bereavement Ministry     
Religious Goods Store  Kay Lawler   325-3256 
Tues Morning Bible Study  Lynne Downs  830-9425 

     Women Sharing the Word  Sharon Boirun      890-4000 
     Mother’s Ministry   Sinead Turner  417-8886 

Married Fellowship   Gene & Lynne Downs  830-9425 
Mommy and Me   Gricelda Benfield  722-9515 
Men’s Group   Eric Hawkes  325-7282 
Small Faith Sharing Communities  Terry Trinko   325-3259 
Ladybug Rosary Group  Rita Nieves   325-3121 

Youth Commission 
High School (HSYM)   Greg Thompson  325-7596 
Jr. High School (JRYM)  Greg Thompson  325-7596 
4th-6th Grade (PTYM)   Greg Thompson  325-7596  
XLT Scripture Group   Greg Thompson  325-7596 
Pop Warner Football   Steve Koubek  726-8723 
Scouting:   Girl Scouts: Joan Kammer 837-5572; Troop 350 Jim Hauser 726-0372 
 Cub Pack 350: Mike Fazah 722-9614  Venture 007: David Abell 830-2779 
 Ship 42: Greg Thomas 772-1968  

Parish Life Commission      
Women’s Club   Betty Frank   325-5600 
Funeral Receptions   Cathy Kucera  325-1409 
Care & Compassion (Meals to the Sick) Robin Kutsor  721-0422 
50+ Ministry   Ann Marie Crosswhite  726-9204 
Hispanic Ministry   Miguel Rodriguez  464-5866 
Singles & Single Again   
Welcome Committee   Denise Shrontz   971-1363 
Social Concerns Commission     
Social Justice Committee     
Interfaith Mission Service (IMS)  Jane Davis   233-8928 
Disciples for Life   Anne Bauer Jenkins  890-0445 
Habitat for Humanity   Wayne Sovocool  722-8073 
Meals on Wheels (MOW)  Blanche Irby  461-0399 
The Giving Tree   Sue McConnell  230-6714 
CASA    Monette Gordon  772-0022 

Facilities and Grounds Commission  
     Building (Future) Committee  John Shrontz  971-1363 

Landscaping and Grounds Committee Barbara Machnica  722-0130 
Maintenance Committee 

Communication Commission  Irene Garroppo  830-5989 
Communications Committee  Irene Garroppo  830-5989 
Newsletter Committee (occasional) Denise Lehman  721-0613 
Website Committee   Robyn Crochet  859-7160 

Other Organizations and Ministries 
Knights of Columbus   Danny Garcia  721-9938 
St Vincent de Paul    Gene Wrobel  837-7133 
Marriage Encounter   John & Teresa Simmons  772-8344 
Cursillo Ultreya   John Kutsor   721-0422 
Legion of Mary   Chris Sharp   461-0602 
Junior Legion of Mary  Wayne Bordelon  830-9464 

Registration Forms and Welcome Packets can be picked up at the 
Welcome Center, located in the church vestibule, before or after 
weekend masses, or stop by the parish office during the week. 
 

The parish offices of the church are located in the Parish Administrative 
Building, located adjacent to the Church.  Offices are open Monday to 
Friday from 8:00am to 4:00pm. 
 

Membership at St. John’s is usually determined by: 

• Registration at the parish for at least six months; 
• Attendance at Mass every weekend; 
• Use of your financial stewardship envelopes; 
• Where possible, participation in at least one parish ministry, 

activity, program or organization. 
 

Active membership status is required to serve on parish councils and 
commissions and to have parishioner status at St. John’s School. 
 

Baptisms: Parents must attend a formation session prior to scheduling a 
baptism.  Baptism preparation classes are held the 2nd Sunday of each 
month at 10:00am in the All Purpose Room.  
 

Holy Communion for Sick or Homebound: Hospitals and nursing 
homes do not notify the parish or reveal names of patients due to 
confidentiality laws. Please call the parish to arrange visitation. 
 

Weddings: Arrangements must be made at least six months before the 
wedding.  Couples must complete a marriage preparation program. 
Contact the church office with queries. 

Parish Staff 
Phone 722-0130 / Fax 722-0303 

Rectory -  Emergencies only, please  895-9745 
Pastor 
 
Asst. Priest in Residence 
 
Pastoral Associate 
 
Deacon 
 
Deacon 
 
Deacon 
 

School Principal 
 
Youth Ministry 
 
Music Director 
 
Office Administrator 
 
Financial Secretary 
 
Administrative Assistant 
 
Nursery Coordinator 
 

Building Security 
 

Master of all Trades 

Fr. Philip O’Kennedy 
  frphil@stjohnbchurch.org  
Fr. Mark Spruill 
  frmark@stjohnbchurch.org  
Sr. Virginia Rohling, OSB 
  svrohling@stjohnbchurch.org  
Rev. Mr. Dan Laurita 
  deacondan@stjohnbchurch.org  
Rev. Mr. Darrell Diem 
  deacondarrell@stjohnbchurch.org  
Rev. Mr. Skip Graffagnini 
 

Mrs. Sherry Lewis 
  slewis@stjohnb.com  
Greg Thompson 
  gthompson@stjohnbchurch.org  
Andrew Tygielski 
  atygielski@stjohnbchurch.org  
Terry Hecker 
  thecker@stjohnbchurch.org  
Judy Berkowitz 
  jberkowitz@stjohnbchurch.org  
Alice Cislo 
  acislo@stjohnbchurch.org  
Elizabeth Servidio 
 

Derek Daugherty 
 

Bill Moeller 
 

722-0130 
 
722-0130 
 
722-8590 
 
230-6474 
 
722-7929 
   x353 
464-7262 
 

722-0772 
 
325-7596 
 
772-4028 
 
722-7929 
   x100 
722-7929 
   x101 
722-7929 
   x108 
722-0130 
 

722-0130 
 

722-0130 

Total Faith Formation: 
Tandra Lavallee 
   tlavallee@stjohnbchurch.org  
Greg Thompson 
   gthompson@stjohnbchurch.org  
Christina Semmens 
  csemmens@stjohnbchurch.org  

722-7929 
   x109 
325-7596 
 
722-7929 
   x102 

PreK-8th 

 
High School, 9-12th 

 
Adults 



Jesus cleanses the temple and 
foretells his resurrection. 

~John 2: 13 - 25 

Readings for the Week March 15 through March 22 
Ex 20:1-17   Ps 19:8-11   1 Cor 1:22-25   Jn 2:13-25 
2 Kgs 5:1-15b   Pss 42:2-3,43:3-4   Lk 4:24-30 
Dn 3:25,34-43   Ps 25:4-5b,6,7bc,8-9   Mt 18:21-35 
Dt 4:1,5-9   Ps 147:12-13,15-16,19-20   Mt 5:17-19 
2 Sm 7:4-5a,12-14a,16   Ps 89:2-5,27,29   Rom 4:13,16-18,22  Mt 1:16,18-21,24a  
Hos 14:2-10   Ps 81:6c-11b,14,17   Mk 12:28-34 
Hos 6:1-6   Ps 51:3-4,18-21b   Lk 18:9-14 
2 Chr 36:14-16,19-23   Ps 137:1-6   Eph 2:4-10   Jn 3:14-21 

Sunday: 
Monday: 
Tuesday: 
Wednesday: 
Thursday 
Friday: 
Saturday: 
Sunday: 

Anita Arenas 
Tracy Billingsley 
Allan Brown 
Paula Butler 
Lois Chandler 
Tricia Claus 
Frank Dugan 
Fr. Jim Fitzgerald 
Pam Hamilton 
Gloria Hophan 

Lan Hopkins 
Patrick Karigan 
Michael J. Kennedy 
Albert Kerstiens 
Loretta Kerstiens 
Yoshiha Lessor 
E. H. Lewis 
Bertha Petrina 
Mark Richards 
Joyce Rigsby 

Sandy Scheiffer 
Stephanie Schultz 
Marcella Szymanski 
Gerald Thomas 
Lynn Sheets 
Kathlyn Veque 
Charles White 
Cathy Wright 
Aileen Yates 

IN OUR DAILY PRAYERS 
We continue to pray for those who are ill: 

 St. John’s Nursery Schedule 
Masses: 

Saturdays 5:30pm; Sunday 8:30am & 11:30am 
Religious Education 

Wednesdays 5:15pm; Sundays 9:30am 
Weekdays 

RCIA, Wednesday 7:15; Ladybug Rosary, Tuesday 8:00am;  
Mothers’ Ministry, Thursday 9:15-11:15am 

Other events by Reservation: Elizabeth Servidio 722-9719 

Sunday, March 15, 2009 - Third Sunday of Lent 

Offertory 
March 7/8 
Year to Date 2009 
 

Building Fund 
March 7/8 
Year to Date 2009 
 

Black & Indian   
Mission Collection 

Donations  
$28,017.50 
$272,426.69 

 

Donations 
$13,430.11 
$129,278.09 

 

Donations 
$405.00 

2009 Goal 
    $28,846 wkly 

    $1,500,000  yrly 
 

2009  Goal 
$11,538 wkly 
$600,000  yrly 

 

Total 
$5115.94 

FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP 

Thank you for using your envelopes. 

Saturday, March 14 
5:30pm Mass Intention: Irma Smith g 

Monday, March 16 

Sunday, March 15: Third Sunday of Lent 
7:00am 
8:30am 

11:30am 
5:30pm 

Mass 
Mass 
Mass 
Mass 

Intention: For All Parishioners Living and Deceased 
Intention: Dr. Bud Hamill g 
Intention: Lucille Wendling g 
Intention: Sue Andrewsg 

8:30am 
7:00pm 
7:00pm 
7:00pm 
8:00pm 

Mass 
 
 

Intention: Chinh Nguyen g 
AA Meeting (APR) 
Boy Scouts (PH) 
Easter Triduum Choir Practice (CHR) 
Men’s Group (PL) 

Schedule at a Glance 

(APR) All Purpose Rm.  
(C) Church  
(CCR) Church Conference Rm. 
(CHR) Choir Room 
(KC) Knights of Columbus Rm. 

(MPR) Mini Purpose Rm. 
(PH) Parish Hall 
(PL)  Parish Hall Library 
(S)    School 
(SC) School Cafeteria 

(SCR) School Conference Rm.   
(SG) School Gym 
(SL) School Library 
(YR) Youth Rm.    

Friday, March 20 (Abstinence) 

Thursday, March 19 

Wednesday,  March 18 

Sunday, March 22: 4th Sunday of Lent / 2nd Collection - Catholic Relief Services 

Saturday, March 21: 2nd Collection - Catholic Relief Services 

8:30am 
12:00pm 
5:00pm 
6:30pm 

Mass 
 
 
 

Intention: Norah Heslop g 
Women’s Cursillo (PL) 
Knights of Columbus Lenten Dinner (PH) 
Stations of the Cross (C) 

Tuesday,  March 17 
6:15am 
6:45am 
8:00am 
8:30am 
9:15am 
6:30pm 
7:00pm 
7:00pm 

Mass 
 
 

Mass 

Intention: Thomas Williford g 
Men’s Cursillo Reunion (PL) 
Ladybug Rosary (C) 
Intention: Mike Dolbry g 
Tuesday AM Scripture Study (APR) 
Intercessory Prayer Group (MPR) 
SVDP (APR) 
Sunday PM Choir Practice (CHR) 

7:00am 
8:30am 

10:00am 
11:30am 
5:30pm 

Mass 
Mass 

 
Mass 
Mass 

Intention: For All Parishioners Living and Deceased 
Intention: Mary & Mackey McCarthy g 
Sunday Morning Adult Ed (PH) 
Intention: Garland “Ben” Butler g 
Intention: Richard Meuller g 

6:15am 
8:30am 
9:00am 

10:00am 
6:30pm 

 
Mass 

 
 

Mass 

Women’s Cursillo Reunion (PL) 
Intention: Marcy Bullard Measels g 
Women Sharing the Word Bible Study (APR) 
Mommy & Me (PH) 
Intention: Ursula Longg 

8:30am 
8:30am 

10:00am 
 

3:30pm 
5:30pm 

Mass 
  

Mass 
 
 

Mass 

Intention: Tom Toughey g 
Legion of Mary (APR) 
Mass with Anointing  of the Sick 
 Followed by Brunch in the Parish Hall 
Confessions (until 5:00pm) 
Intention: Marvin A. Praska g 

8:30am 
6:00pm 
6:30pm 
7:15pm 
7:15pm 

Mass 
 

Mass 

Intention: Dr. George Fleming, Jr. g 
Confessions (until 6:20pm) 
Intention: John Gonzalez g 
Knights of Columbus (PH) 
Saturday PM Choir Practice (CHR) 

 

Saint Joseph 
Pray for Us 

 
Feast Day  
March 19th  



 

 

Around the Faith Community 
Sacramental Life  

BAPTISMS: On  the second Sunday of each month Deacon Dan 
Laurita  conducts a Baptismal Preparation  class which meets  in 
the  All  Purpose  Room  at  10:00AM.    In  order  to  have  a  child 
baptized at St. John’s, parents need to be registered members of 
St.  John’s  and  attend  the  Baptism  class.    The  next  class  is 
scheduled for May 10th. (No April Class!) 

Pot Pourri 

OUR LADY'S PRAYER GROUP  Come and pray the Rosary with us 
on Sunday evenings at 7:15 at St. Mary of the Visitation 
Church.  For more info. please call Debbie 881-3874 or Brother 
Joseph 536-6349. 

CATHOLIC MEN'S LENTEN CONFERENCE - The Highest Call 6 on 
Saturday March 21, 8:00 AM - 1:00 PM at St. Paul’s Cathedral, 
Birmingham AL. Led by Fr. Peter Armenio, chaplain to the Chicago Bears, 
and by speaker and former Baptist minister Michael Cumbie.  A session 
for teenage young men will be led by Fr. Mark of EWTN’s youth program 
“Life on the Rock.” The closing Mass at noon will be celebrated by Bishop 
Robert Baker.  Visit us at www.thehighestcall.org for more information. 

Social Concerns 

Parish Life 

THE YARD SALE COMETH APRIL 25TH.  Has the 
recent warm weather put you in a "Spring Cleaning" 
mood?  If so, please remember the Women's Club Yard 
Sale. Save the better stuff and it you have furniture we 
will come pick it up the week prior to the Yard Sale. Keep 
watching the bulletin for more updates. 

Please join St. John’s Disciples in 40 Days for Life prayer 
and peaceful public witness at the Huntsville abortion clinic from  
February 25 - April 5.  This focused pro-life campaign has 
generated measurable lifesaving results in more than 200 cities 
- over 1100 babies saved from abortion, eight locally in the Fall 
campaign.  Learn how you can “speak up for those who cannot 
speak for themselves”.  Contact Isabel Killian at 325-6635 or 
isabelkillian@hotmail.com for more information. 

Knights of Columbus Lenten Soup and Salad Dinner:  
Please join us on Friday evenings during Lent starting at 
5:00pm for a Lenten meal of soup and salad, sandwiches and a 
drink.  Donations welcome! Stations of the Cross services will 
begin afterwards at 6:30pm in the Church.   

50+ Group BROADWAY THEATER LEAGUE Outing – 
Sunday, March 29, 2:00 p.m. Matinee performance of “The Rat 
Pack” (a tribute to Frank Sinatra, Dean Martin, Sammy Davis, 
Jr., and Joey Bishop) at the Von Braun Center at 700 Monroe 
Street, Huntsville.  Tickets are $39 each – seating is in Row 
R.  If interested in attending, please call Ann Marie Crosswhite 
at 726-9204 to reserve your tickets and for more information on 
who to make the check out to and how to mail it.  Your check is 
your reservation - deadline is March 18. 

Catholic High School invites you to read updated news on the 
website, www.chsfalcons.org. In addition to calendars of school 
events, you will find stories of current interest, such as the recent 
Groundbreaking.  You can also download the monthly Principal’s 
Newsletter to read about student honors and scholarships as well as 
special events. We hope you will visit us online soon! 

Madison County’s 32nd annual St. Patrick’s Day Parade will be 
held on Tuesday, March 17th, in downtown Huntsville. The parade will 
begin at 11:30 am and will last about an hour.  The parade begins at 
the intersection of Jefferson and Monroe streets, proceeds south on 
Jefferson, goes around the Courthouse, proceeds north on 
Washington, and west on Monroe back to the starting point.  We 
certainly hope you will come out and join the tradition !!!  This year’s 
Grand Marshal is Bryson Merriweather, who is in remission for Acute 
Myeloid Leukemia (AML).  With this parade we hope to raise 
awareness for the need for people to register as bone marrow donors. 

National JustFaith Seminar Coming To Holy Spirit Church, 
April 18  Holy Spirit Catholic Church, on behalf of the 
Catholic parishes of northeast Alabama, will be host to a 
seminar for people to experience the nationally known JustFaith 
program on Saturday, April 18, 2009 from 9am-1pm. The 
seminar will offer participants an opportunity to explore Jesus’ 
invitation into compassion and how to live our faith in today’s 
complex world as well as provide information about the 
JustFaith program itself. JustFaith is a conversion-based 
process that seeks to provide a context in which participants can 
grow in their commitment to care for the vulnerable and to 
become advocates of the Church’s call for justice.  It also 
broadens the options available to those interested in expanding 
their social ministry efforts.   JustFaith works in partnership 
with the Catholic Campaign for Human Development, Catholic 
Charities USA and Catholic Relief Services.  For more 
information about the seminar, call Christina Semmens, 256-
603-0225, csemmens@stjohnbchurch.org. Cost of the event is 
$15.00 until April 3rd. At the door and after April 3rd, cost is 
$20.  To learn more about JustFaith, visit www.justfaith.org. 

"The weakness of God is stronger than human strength."  
Today's second reading advises us not to rely on our own 
strength.  Marriage can be so very difficult to sustain in today's 
society.  Come and tap into the graces that are available to you 
on a Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend.  The next 
Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekends are March 27-29 

in Nashville, TN and June 5-7 in Cullman, AL.  Early 
registration saves your place on the Weekend.   For more 
information visit our website at: wwmealabama.org or call 
(800) 540-WWME or (256) 430-0982. 

Liturgy 

Mass with Anointing of the Sick will be held Saturday, March 
21st at 10:30am.  The Legion of Mary will have a brunch 
downstairs in the parish hall immediately following the Mass.  
For more information, please call Chris Sharp at 461-0602 

Legion of Mary Acies:  Everyone is invited to attend the Legion 
of Mary Acies to renew individually and collectively their 
consecration to the Blessed Virgin.  This annual event will be 
held at Sacred Heart in Cullman, AL on March 22nd at 2:00pm.  
Bishop Foley will be celebrating Mass at the event.  Please RSVP 
to Chris Sharp at 461-0602 or to arrange for transportation. 



 

 

Adult Education and Spirituality 
Christina Semmens, 603-0225 

csemmens@stjohnbchurch.org 

Youth Faith Formation 
Greg Thompson 

gthompson@stjohnbchurch.org 

Religious Education 
Tandra Lavallee, DRE 

religioused@stjohnbchurch.org 

St. John’s School 
Sherry Lewis, Principal 
slewis@stjohnb.com 

Lent 2009... 

 
March 15th/22nd  No Youth Groups! 
 

Friday March 27th HSYM Living Stations 6:30pm 
 

March 29th   JRYM 3:00-5:00pm 
   HSYM 7:00pm LENTEN  
   RECONCILIATION - High  
   School Youth, especially  
   Confirmation Candidates are  
   encouraged to join us!  
 
Our SJYM Lenten Project: Help support SJYM support the 
American Cancer Society’s Relay for Life… BUY COOKIES from a 
JRYM or HSYM awesome St. John’s Youth! 
 
St. John’s Confirmation: We’re off 3/15, 3/19 and 3/22.  The 
Wednesday class resumes 3/25 and Sunday’s class resumes 3/29 with 
our TEST REVIEW.  We’ll be hosting a Service Day on Saturday 
April 4th beginning with Mass at 8:30am in the Church, and then 
heading to the CASA Gardens.  All Candidates will be gathering and 
taking their Confirmation Test on Sunday April 5th at 9:45am in the 
School Cafeteria!  We’ll be off for Easter Sunday and then resume 
class on 4/15 and 4/19 with a session on “Stewardship”.  The 
Confirmation Rehearsal is Monday 4/20 at 6:30pm and Confirmation 
is Tuesday at 6:30pm, both in the Church. 

Year of Paul Activities 
     The Bishop Baker YOP Scripture Reading Challenge 
assignment for this week is: Read Timothy 1-2.  
      Deacon Dan’s final discussion on the 101 Q&A on Paul—
Paul’s Legacy will be Sunday, April 26th in the parish hall from 
10:05-11:05am. All are welcome to attend.  
 
“Lenten Journey with St Paul” off this week  
Groups are NOT scheduled to meet this week due to Spring Break. 
Groups will meet again the week of March 16th—Confirmation.    
      
Sacrament of Confirmation for Adults 
Are you a practicing Catholic who (for whatever reason) has 
never received the sacrament of Confirmation, but wishes to 
receive it now? If the answer is yes, please contact Christina 
Semmens, 603-0225, csemmens@stjohnbchurch.org.        
 
Sun Morn Adult Ed—Lenten Journey with St Paul 
Sun Morning Adult Ed is held from 10:05-11:05 am in the Parish 
Hall. NO session this week (Mar 15). Next session is Mar 22 
and will be a discussion of Section 2 in Fr. Pacwa’s book, St 
Paul. All are welcome.       
 
Wed Eve (Apologetics)—Sacraments & St Paul 
Wed Eve (Apologetics) is held from 5:20-6:20pm each Wed 
evening in the Parish Hall. NO discussion this week due to 
Spring Break. Will meet again March 25.        

Open registration continues for all interested 
families. Some classes are already at capacity for 
the ‘09-’10 year, and waiting lists have been 
established. Call the school at 722-0772 for 
registration information or visit the school website. 
 

The Development Committee of the St. John’s 
School Board recently submitted a grant 

application to the Madison Arts Council. We 
are pleased to announce that the grant has 
been awarded to the St. John’s Art 

Department for an interdisciplinary project. 
This grant will fund the purchase of two 

teaching tools which will integrate visual arts with science, 
math, literature, social studies and music. These teaching 
tools will benefit all academic areas of the school while 
making learning fun and imaginative! 
 
Congratulations to our student artists, 
Jim Robinson, Avery Batson and 
Wanda Ellis, whose work will be 
displayed at the Huntsville Museum of 
Art during Youth Art Month.  All are 
welcome to attend! 

School Highlights 

 

Father, you have taught us to overcome our 
sins by prayer, fasting, and works of mercy.  
When we are discouraged by our weakness, 
give us confidence in your love.  We ask this 

through our Lord Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
 

DURING LENT 
 

During this time of lent, we are 
reaching out to those in need.  

This year we are doing operation 
rice bowl which is due April 19th.  
We will also be collecting for 

SVDP.  Watch for more  
information! 

 

 
 

• Parent Meetings for First Communion 
will be March 24th at 1:00 in the Parish 
Hall and at 6:30 in the school cafeteria.  
The  nursery will be open at both meetings.   
• First Communion retreat is March 
28th at 9:00 to 11:30 AM in the Parish Hall. 
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